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Snggestions from Chief Minister of
Kenly for offshere grifling in Kornls
. Oonst
338, SHRI C. JANARDHANAN:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM

AND CHEMICALS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the Chief Minister of
Kerala had written a letter requesting
him to reconsider the decision regard-
iéx: the offshore drilling in Kerala

ast; .

(b) if s0, the broad outlines regard-
ing the suggestiong made by the Kerala
Chief Minister; and

{c) the decisiop of the Central Gov-
ernment thereon?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI C P MAJHI):
(a) and (b). In his letter to the then
Minister of Petroleum and Chemicals,
the Chief Minister of Kerala laid
stress on taking immediate necessary
stepa for starting exploration for o1l
along the coast of Kerala In reply,
he was inter alis informed that on the
basisy of information avajlable no dril-
ling operations ar¢ at present enni-
saged in Kerala State during the Fifth
Five Year Plan. Additionally, the
Chie? Minister was informed that oil
exploration is a very risky and costly
venture and the more prospective
areps, whether on.shore or off-shore,
receive a higher priority,

(¢) The poasibility of exploration
operations in off-shore arveas will be
vonsidered in future ay and when re-
sources and the necessary inputs are
available.

Produrtion ang import of crude ofl

8837 SHRI ARJUN SETHI:
SHR! RAM PRAKASH:

Wi the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleased %o
state the quantity of crude oll Govs

6 LB~—6.

ernment have decided to extract from
the wells in the country and the quan-
tity targets to be imported during the
Fitth Five Year Plan period?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI C P. MAJHI):
Indigenous crude production expected
during the year 1974-75, and the tar-
gets for the remamning years of the
Fifth Five Year Plan are as Iollows ~-

Year Esrmated production

(Mullion tonnes)

1974-75 . . . . . 7 62
1975-76 . . . . . 8 46
1976-77 . 10 25§
1977-70 . 11 6§
1978-79 | . . . . 1t 72

i S

Crude O:! imports dunng 1974-75 are
expected to be 139 milion tonnes.
Imports during the remaining vears of
the Fifth Plan will depend largely on
the allocation of foreign exchange that
can be made available
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