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Suggestion* from Chief Minister of 
SM St * *  llWww grlOtag fat Kerala 
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SHRI C  JANARDHANAN: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the Chief Minister of 
Kerala bad written a letter requesting 
him to reconsider the decision regard
ing the offshore drilling in Kerala 
Coa*t;

(b) if so, the broad outlines regard
ing the suggestions made by the Kerala 
Chief Minister; and

(c) the decision of the Central Gov
ernment thereon?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI C P MAJHI): 
<a) and (b). In his letter to the then 
Minister of Petroleum and Chemicals, 
the Chief Minister of Kerala laid 
stress on taking immediate necessary 
steps for starting exploration for oil 
along the coast of Kerala In reply, 
he was inter aim informed that on the 
basis of information available no dril
ling operations are at present envi
saged in Kerala State during the Fifth 
Five Year Plan. Additionally, the 
Chief Minister was informed that oil 
exploration is a very risky and costly 
venture and the more prospective 
areas, whether on-shore or off-shore, 
receive a higher priority.

(c) Th* possibility of exploration 
operations in off-shore areas will be 
considered in future a* and when re
sources and the necessary inputs are 
available.
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SHRI RAM PRAKASH:

Witt the Minister of PETftOLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be ptewwl to 
m u  the quantity of crude oil Ow* 
$

eminent have decided to extract from 
the wells In the country and the quan
tity targets to be imported during the 
Fifth Five Year Plan period?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS (SHRI C P. MAJHI >: 
Indigenous crude production expected 
during the year 1974-75, and the tar
gets for the remaining years of the 
Fifth Five Year Plan are as follows —

Year Estimated production

* 9 7 4 - 7 5  .

1 9 7 5 - 7 6  .

1 9 7 6 - 7 7  .  

* 9 7 7 - 7 0  .  

* 9 7 8 - 7 9  .

{Million, tonne*)

7 6a

8 46

10 25

11 65 

I I  7 3

Crude Oil imports during 1974~7.> are 
expected to be 13 9 million tonnes. 
Imports during the remaining vt?ars of 
the Fifth Plan will depend largely on 
the allocation ot foreign exchange that 
can be made available
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