9 Written Answers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
AND ADMINISTRATOR REFORMES
AND DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI OM
MEHTA) (a) to (c): Government
are aware of the allegations of in-
volvement of foreign agencieg in some
of the agitations in the country, but
have no specific information to
corroborate the allegations. Utmost
vigilance is being maintained,

Demang tor Explosives by Coal Indus-
try in Fifth Plan

2978. SHRI DHAMANKAR: Will the
Minister of ENERGY be pleased to
state:

ta) whether any survey has beea
undertaken to assess the demand for
explosivey by the Coal Industry dur-
ing the Fifth Plan;

(b) if so, what wouid be the de-
mand by the end of Fifth Plan as
compared to the present level; and

(c) what steps are proposed to be
taken/have been taken to idenlify
bottle-necks and find remedial mea-
sures expeditiously for effective im-
plementation of the Schemeg and
programmeg of maximising the pro-
duction, by procuring necessary plant
and machinery for the purpose, where
necessary”?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (PROF.
SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD) (a) and
(b): Yes, Sir. The present demand
for explosives by the Coa] Industry
is of the order of 15,000 tonnes which
is expected to go up to 35,000 tonnes
by the end of Fifth Plan. These
estimates are, however, under review.

(¢) In order to meet the immediate
requirements in the next 2 years, the
existing capacities of explosive plants
4n the private sector have been in-
greased., Imports of raw material
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have been permitted, wherever neces.
sary to meet the increased produetion
programme. As per the long term
measures Government propose to set
up two explosive plants in public
sector, Investment decision in respect
of these is likely to be taken soon,
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