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Cb) 11 so, the reaction of Govern­
ment  to the  various  observations 
made therein?

THE MINISTER OP STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY  OF  INDUSTRY  AND 
CIVIL  SUPPLIES  (SHRI  B.  P. 
MAURYA):  (a) Yes, Sir.

Cb) The general problem relerred 
to in the news report is about the 
consumer’s resistance to high prices 
of the steel furniture, and the result­
ant reduction in gales and profitability 
of the industry.  The price of steel 
furniture is not controlled by Govern­
ment.  The manufacture of steel fur­
niture is also not included in the sche­
dule to the Industries (Dev. & Regn.) 
Act.  Steel furniture is not an essen- 
tail commodity.  Hence the industry 
has to operate under the forces of 
supply and demand.

Deposits with Track  Manufacturers

9053.  SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to state1

(a) whether  the truck  manufac­
turers had been allowed to take  de­
posits  from  the  dealers vi-a-vi 
customers in  order to  meet  their 
commitment of  etra  ecise  duty 
since March 1974;

(b) whether  though the question 
of etra ecise duty has been settled, 
the manufacturers have not refunded 
this ecise deposit  to the customers 
which is running  intp crores, thus 
putting the purchasers to lot of  in­
convenience; and

(c)  if  so,  whether  Government 
propose to take any steps to curb this 
tendency of the automobile  manu­
facturers and if So, the facts thereof?

THE  MINISTER  OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
mu.  SUPPLIES  (SHRI  A.  c. 
GEORGE): (a) No, Sir.

fb) and (c). For payment of ecise 
duty leviable, M/s. Tata Engineering

and Locomotive  Co.  Ltd,  Bombay, 

had taken deposits from dealers, who 

in turn have taken depodts from cus­

tomers. Total amount refundable was 

Rs. 32.35 lakhs and a portion of which 

has already been refunded. The ma­

nufacturers are in the process of re­

funding the balance  deposit before 

May 31, 1975.
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