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Illiteracy

5270.  SHRI P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
Will the Minister of EDUCATION. 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
be pleased to state

(a)  whether  the number  of illi
terate people is increasing in spite of 
expansion of primary education;

(b) if ao, the reason* therefor; and

(c) atepa being taken to remedy the 
situation?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL  WELFARE  Al*D IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI 
D P YADAV)- (a) According to the 
1961 and 1971 Census, the number of 
literates and illiterates are as under: 

(Figures in lakhs)

Age Group

1961 1971

Ltteraics Illiterates Literates Illiterates

5—14 336 6 803 2 5*3 3 973 6
15—24 263 3 468 8 430 1 475 9

25—34 192 3 481 9 260 0 506 1

35 t 262 7 917 7 366.2 1X26 7

In the age-group 15—24 where the 
full impact of educational policies of 
Government is most felt, the increase 
in the number of illiterate Is margi
nal being only about 7 lakhs  The 
increase in this number is more in 
the older sections of ihe population, 
being 24 lakhs in the 25—34  age- 
group and 209 lakhs in the age-group 
354-

(b) The main reasons are

(1) increase m population,

Hi) drop outs from the school system 
before attaining retainable liter* 
acy,

(in) Socio-economic factor* that pre
vent children from availing full
time education, and

(iv) inadequate resources

(c) The follow mjj are some of the 
major long-term measures taken to 
remedy the situation

(1) increase in educational facilities 
for the age-group 6—11,

(ii) Incentives, such as, free educa
tion, free textbooks and station
ery, mid-day meal and free uni
form to girls to attract children 
to school and to ensure their 
regular attendance and reten
tion;

(»ii) part-time  classes for working 
children  with  provision for 
multiple point  entry into the 
educational  system  for non- 
formal education for those who 
are unable to take advantage of 
full time or part-time facilities, 
and

(iv) programmes of non-formal edu
cation and  functional literacy 
for out-of-school youth.
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