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give to •aCh  University the fultet 
authority to frame  their academic 
policies.  While respecting the aca­
demic authority  of each University, 
the  University Grants  Commission 
has been taking measures to coordi­
nate and raise the standards of Uni­
versity  education in the  country. 
Some of the  measures initiated  by 
the Commission  for Improving  the 
standards in all Universities and Col­
leges are as follows:—

(1) The Commission ha* recently 
circulated a note to the Uni­
versities  on  the  criteria, 
guidelines  and  pattern of 
assistance to autonomous col­
leges  An  autonomous col­
lege would enjoy freedom in 
framing its courses of study 
devising its methods of eva- 
luntion the conduct of exami­
nations. its principles of ad- 
mtMs'on. jts  proot* 'urp  for 
mission,  its procedures  for 
would encourage experimen­
tation with derfrable educa­
tional  ideas and initiate  a 
process  for broadening  the 
framework of courses and 
instruction to  make  them 
more meaningful and relevant 
in the context cf local/regi­
onal requirements for skilled 
workers.

(2) The Commission has circulat­
ed to all the Universities and 
Colleges m thf» country a 
•Plan of Action' for examina­
tion reform for implementa­
tion  The Commission  has 
requested the various Univer­
sities to submit proposals for 
assistance on programmes for 
question bank  development 
promotion of internal assess­
ment, and organising of work­
shops and seminars.  The 
Commission has also selected
12 Universities  for imple­
menting the examination re­
form programmes.

<3) The Commission Is initiating 
coordinated  programmes for

development of postgraduate 
education.

(4) Efforts arc  besing made to
develop  collaborative  and 
enter-disciplinary  program­
mes of courses and research 
involving  several  depart­
ments.

(5) Attempts are being made to 
restructure  courses 0| study 
so as to make them relevant 
to local and  regional needs 
including those of rural *trea* 
and alio introduce work ex* 
perience as  part 0f tollege 
education.

(6) Programmes  have been ini­
tiated to  check unrestricted 
growth in enrolment in for­
mal education *nd to divert 
a considerable proportion of 
student*  to  correspondence 
courses, evening classes  and 
part-time courses.

(7) A beginning has been made 
to provide direct support fcr 
research in Universities  and 
also to build  up the neces­
sary infra-structure required 
for sustained research.

The Central  Advisory Board  of 
Education has reiterated the decision 
of the Central Government, as con­
tained in the  statement of National 
Policy, regarding  restructuring  of 
education and  adoption of 104-24-3 
pattern. It is hoped that this would 
introduce a considerable measure of 
unlfomity in standards.

Agro-service Centres

5342. SHRI S. N. SINGH DEO: 
SHRI P GANGADEB:
SHRI SHRIKISHAN MODI:

Will the  Minister of  AGRICUL­
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased 
to state:

(a)  whether 1852 Agro-service Cen­
tres for training and financial assist­
ance to Entrepreneurs have been set 

up;
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(b) If so, the broad features at the 
centres, State-wise and the number of 
persons participating in each centre;

(c) the broad features of the centres 
In West Bengal and North Eastern Re­
gion States State-wiae, and district- 
wise; and

(d) the details of the programme for 
setting up such centres in States, 
State-wise during the Fifth Plan 
Period?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION  (SHRI PRABHUDAS 
PATEl): (a) 1852 Agro-Service Cen­
tres h»*e been set up in various parts 
of the country upto the end of Feb­
ruary, 1973.

(b)  and (c). Agro-service Centres 
are set up with a view to provide in­
tegrate! services and supplied tn the 
rural areas depending upon the local 
needs.  These are aa under:—

Servftes:

>  (U Agricultural  Machinery  Hir­

ing;

(&' for land preparation, inter­
cultivation,  harvesting  and 

1  post-harvest handling;

(bN land deevlopment;

(o' tubewell  drilling and well 
deepening.

(ii) installation of pump*.*ts and 
other farm equipment, main­
tenance and servicing;

(ii!) equipment  and implement 
rental;

(iv?. plant protection services:

(v) facilities for storage and pro­
cessing;

(vt? consultancy in soil analysis, 
fertilizer  and  improvement 
management. eta.

Sapptee:

(I) Fertilizer,  pesticides,  seeds,

(ii) Engineering stores of day-to- 
day use on the farm;

Clii) Spare parts of agricultural 
machinery,  servicing  tool* 
and other requisitesi

(iv) Fuel oils and lubricants.

As these centres are not yet fully 
developed, most of than are at pre­
sent providing only agricultural ma­
chinery for  custom hiring purposes. 
Some of the centres are also distri­
buting fertilizers, pesticides, etc. while 
some have also  set up service and 
repair  workshops.  The  State-wise 
break up  of these  centres is as 
under:-—

Punjab............................................... *1

West Bengal  . . .

Tamil Nadu  . . .  115

Karnataka . . . .  94

Assam............................................... 14

Maharashtra  . . .  137

U .P................................................ 311

Rajtwhan . . . .  222

Haryana . . . .  56

Bihar  . . 174

Madhya Pradesh  , 340

Gujarat............................................... 44

J&K................................ 4
Oriaa.............................................. ij

Kerala............................................... 3

Amihra Pradesh  .  . 120

Each Centre, when fully developed, 
would provide self-employment op­
portunities  to about I unemployed 
engineering  graduates,  agriculture* 
graduates, diploma holders and other 
technical  personnel.  It would also 
provide further employment Is  re­
lated activities for another 5 persons. 
Since the Agro-Service Centres  set 
up are at present not fully developed, 
each centre is providing employment 
to 3—10 personnel.

Though the scheme it betttg Imple­
mented throughout the country hut 
as there had not b*m mum
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r̂esponse from  the North-eastern 
States. 14 Agro-Service Centre# have 
*0 far been established in Assam only* 
These States are, however, being ad­
vised again to motivate the prospec­
tive entrepreneur*  to set up Agro- 
Service Centres.

(d)  A target of  setting up  2500 
Agro-Service Centre* has been fixed 
tor the Fifth Plan period. No State- 
tor the Fifth Plan Period. No State- 
fixed.
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New tractor  mounted  ammoxda 
appllcater developed at Paateagar 

Agrtcnltural University

5244.  SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KA- 
KODKAR: Will the Minister of AG­
RICULTURE AND IRRIGATION be 
pleased to state;




