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Breslep of LAF. Offemsive Cxpability

475. SHRI A. K. KISKU: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Shri Pushpinder Singh
hag given an opinion in his book
“Alrcraft of the Indian Air Force
(1833—78)" that during the last three
yearg there hag been a steady erosion
of 1.A.Fs. offensive capability;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the action taken by Government
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH): (a) to (c).
Government have seen the book
writlen by Shri Pushpinder Singh
entitled “Aircraft of the Indian Ar
Foice (1833—78)”. In the foreword
written by the previous Chief of the
Air Staft the following two portions
are relevant:

(1) “The 1971 war wave proof 1f
proof were needed, that the TAF
1s now a mature, strong and ver-
satile force, fit to take its place
alongside other world air forces” anil

(2) **, .,.and lacking access to
official information in some cases
has ventured his own opinions as
to why certain things have heen
done the way they have'.

The opinion expressed by Shi; Push-
pinder Singh is his own Govern-
ment keep the whole po~ition under
review almost continuously and as
and when necessary, suwitable steps
are tasken to maintain owm defence
preparedness

Seiting up Polytechnics for Training
to Soldiers in Service

476, SHRI BANAMALI BABU: Will
the Minister of DEFENCF bne please!
to state:

(a) whether Government propose to
set up two Polytechnics controlled
by Armed Forceg within the activi-
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ties of the regimental centrex for train.
ing during the service of soldiers; and

(b) if so, the outlines of the pro-
posal?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH): (a) and
(b). The matter is under considera-
tion. The idea is to impart voca-
tiona) training in technical trades
like Electrician, Mechanic Motor
Vehicle, Sheet Metal worker, Weclder,
Painter, Carpenter, Cutting and Tail-
oring etc, capable of providing both
employment and self-employment, {o
soldiers on verge of release from the
Army. These training institutes are
intended to be made a part of the
regimental centres in order that the
training will be disciplined The
institutes will be on the pattein of
the industrial training institutes and
their syllabi and training will, how-
ever, be a little more intensive as
many jawans may not have the
mimimums  edwcational  background
necessary for admission 1o indue-
t11al iramning institutes and they have
to appear 1 the same All India
Trade Test

Expansion of Transpori Facilities in
Gujarat

477 SHRI D. D DESAL Will the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANS
PORT be pleased to state-

(a) whether any proposal to ex-
pand transport facililies during thc
1st Year of Fifth Plan has been finalis-
ed for Gujarat, and

(b) if so, the broad outlines there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI H M. TRIVEDI)
(a) and (b). An outlay of Rs, 323
crores is envisaged for expansion of
road transport facilities in Gujarat
during First year (1974-75) of Fifth
Plan, iy





