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(d) to (£). The Governments of 
West Bengal, Assam, Orissa, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh have sought financial 
assistance during the current year to 
meet the situation created by floods/ 
drought m their States. Under the 
present policy of assistance in this 
regard, financial assistance from the 
Centre will be provided, where abso­
lutely essential, only by way of ad­
vance of Plan assistance or assistance 
under drought prone areas programme 
and tribal development Plan provis- 
sions. Any such advance assistance 
'will, however, be set off against the 
normal Plan assistance due to the 
State in the succeeding year. Such 
advance of Plan assistance will be con­
sidered after the State Governments 
have taken steps to fully utilize the 
margin money provided by the Finance 
Commission for relief expenditure, to 
divert Plan funds from various sectors 
as well as from the non-affected areas 
of the State to development works in 
the affected areas, to provide employ­
ment to the affected population on 
continuing major and medium irriga­
tion projects and other works included 
in the Plan, to fit relief employment 
programmes into specific schemes
under the drought prone areas pro­
gramme, tribal development Plan pro­
visions etc., and to raise additional 
resources for financial relief expendi­
tures to the extent possible.

The drought/flood situation in the 
above mentioned States has been asses­
sed by the Centre and the question of 
provision of Central assistance to them 
in terms of the present policy is under 
consideration.
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Fall in Profit of LAC.

4367. SHRI Y. ESWARA REDDY: 
SHRI N. K. SANGHI:

Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the profit of the LAC. 
has fallen substantially in the y*»  
ended March, 1974;




