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Gap between Demand and Supply of
Fertiliser

29. SHR1 DINESH SINGH: Wil
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

composing.

(a) the estimated gap between the
demand and supply of fertilisers and
how Government propose to cover it;
and

(b) steps the Government have
taken to make the best possible use
of traditional measures of manuring?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHR1I PRABHUDAS
PATEL): (a) According to current in-
dications, during the year 1974-75,
there is likely to be a shortave of
about 30 per cent in the supplies of
nitrogenous fertilisers, - about 32 per
cent in the supplies of phosphatic
fertilisers and about 7 per cent in the
supplies of potassi¢ fertilisers. The
following steps have been taken to
meet the shortage:—

(i) efforte to maximise the capa-
city utilisation of the existing
domestic fertiliser factores.

(ii) efforts to import the maxi-
mum quantities of fertilisers.

(iii) efforts to rationalise the sys-
tem of fertiliser distribution
in the country,

(iv) circulating to the States guide-

‘ lines prepared by the Gov-

ernment of India to make the

best use of the available fer-
tilisers,

(b) Steps have also been taken by
the Government to mobilise and uti-
lise the rural and urban organic
‘anure resources in the best poesible
manner., Thus the State Governments
jhave been asked:—

(i) to take up training of the far-
mers in the techniques of
eomposting.
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(ii) to introduce a scheme for the
award of prizes to Gram
Panchayats for outstanding
work in the field of rural
compost production.

(iii) to set up one lakh gobar gas
plants during the Fifth Plen
which will provida both fuel
gas as well as manures.

to utilise all the available
urban waste for compost pro-
duction in urban centres.

(iv)

(v) arrange compost weeks/cam-
paigns and to take up inten-
sive promotional propagandal
publicity through Radio, TV,
Presg and other cxtension
media.

(vi) to make the farmers include

a leguminous crop in their
crop rotations.
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‘Imposition of Levy on Farmers by
States

31. SHRIMATI ROZA DESHPANDE:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state;

(a) whether the Maharashtra Gov-
-ernment has decided to impose food-
grain levy on all farmera including
‘those cultivating cash crops;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether any other State has
-also impdsed foodgrains levy on all
farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
‘MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION(SHRI ANNASAHERB P.
SHINDE): (a) and (b). The Maha-
rashtra Government have mooted a
proposal to impose levy on all irri-
gated holding, including those under
cagh cropa. It has been considered
appropriate to bring them within the
scope of the Foodgrain Levy Order
‘ag the most productive agricultural
‘lands in the State are generally under
cash crops.

(¢) No such proposal has been re-
ceived sg far from any other Siate
(Government for imposing levy on all
Aarmers including thope cultivating
<ath crapg,
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Review of Food Situation af the Chief
Ministers' Counference

32. DR, H. P. SHARMA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether a Conference uf Chief
Ministers was held in New Delhi in the
middle of September, 1974 to review
the food situation in the country;

(b) if sp, whether the Conference
had inter-alia discussed the gquestion
of credit egueeze for agricultural
sector in the context of anti-infla-
tionary drive and the increase in the
prices of farm inputs if so, the
decision taken to relax the credit
squeeze; and

(¢) what was the precise assess-
ment of the food situation taken at
that meeting and what decisions were
taken to increase food production in
the ensuing year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE ANP
IRRIGATION (SHRI ANNASAHEB P.
SHINDE): (a) to (¢). The Confer-
ence of Chief Ministers was held on
14th September, 1974 mainly to con-
sider the recommendations of the
Agricultural Prices Commission on
price and procurement policy for
Kharit Cereals for 1974-75 season.
While expressing their views on the
subject, some of the Chief Ministers
referred to the policy of credit
squeeze and the need to make insti-
tutional finances available to the State
Governments for putting up thermal
power plants for power generation
for the purpose of increasing agricul-
tural production. During discussions
the general food situation and the
likely shortfall in the production of
kharif cereals due to erratic and im-
adequate rainfall in certain States
was referred to by some of the Chiel
Ministers. The need to roake all out
efforts to increase agricultural pro-
duction by making the essentiel in-
pute available to the farmers at





