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2673. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL 
BHATIA: Will the Minister of FIN
ANCE be please^ to state:

(a) whether any scheme for financ
ing primary agricultural societies 
have been initiated by the commer
cial banks;

(b) if so, what amount has been 
placed at the disposal of Credit 
Society of Punjab;

(c) whether any branches have 
been opened by the Commercial 
banks in the rural area of Punjab; 
and >

(d) if so, places where the 
branches have been opened?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI- 
MATI SUSHILA ROHATGI); (a) Lea, 
Sir, m the States of Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir, Maha
rashtra and Bihar.

(b) The scheme has not yet been 
extended to Punjab. The State Gov
ernment have not shown much in
terest in the scheme.

(c) Yes, Sir.
(d3 Ttie information is being col

lected and will be laid on the Table 
of the House.

Detention of Russian Book Entitled
"Gulag Archipelago” by Customs 

Authorities
2674. SHRI P, GANGADEB:

SHRI SHRIKISHAN MODI;
Will the Minister of FINANCE 

be pleased to state:
(a) whether Custom# Authorities 

have withheld Alexander Solzhenit
syn’s book “Gulag Archipelago” ; and

(by if *0, the reasfaris ther6jtar?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
(SHRI K. R. GANESH): (a) and (b). 
Under Government of India’s Noti
fication Customs No. 25 dated 9-3-1980, 
if any newspaper, new sheet, book 
or other document containing any 
words, signs or visible representa
tions which undermine or are likely 
to undermine the friendly relations 
of India with foreign States, is im
ported, then their entry into India is 
prohibited. The consignment was 
released after completion of scrutiny

Increasing of India's Exports

2675. SHRI P. GANGADEB:
SHRI SHRIKISHAN MODI: 
SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL 

BHATIA:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE 

be pleased to state:
(a) whether there are certain 

obstacles in the way of increasing 
India’s exports;

(b) whether Government propose to 
take any steps for the removal of 
such obstacles; and

(c) if so, the salient features there
of?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
A. C. GEORGE): (a) to (c). Among 
the obstacles which exports from 
India face, mention may be made of 
inadequate production base, shortage 
of raw materials, transport and ship
ping difficulties, competition from 
synthetics, currency fluctuations, pull 
of domestic demands and inflationary 
pressures.

In order to overcome theate obstacles 
policies and programmes are being 
implemented to Identify areas and 
items With export potential, streng
thening of production base especially 
of export oriented units, arrange 
supply of raw materials both im
ported and indigenous at international
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'prices, simpljfy the present arrange
ments regarding issue of import 
licenfces attd grant of eash (Compen
satory support, establish zonal coun
cils at major Indian ports to Tetiolve 
-the shopping difficulties and introduce 
a scheme in consultation woth the Re
serve Bank of India to over-come 
difficulties in foreign exchange fluc
tuations.

Setting np of Export-Import Bank
2676. SHRI P. GANGADEB:
Will the Minister of FINANCE 

*be pleased to state;
(a) whether Government have 

received the report of the Committee 
on the setting up of an Export-Import 
Bank;

(b) if >30, salient features thereof; 
and

(c) if not, reasons for the delay 
and when the report is expected to be 
submitted?

THE MNISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN):
(a) to (c). Government is awaiting 
the report of the Committee which 
expect to sumbit it by the end of 
September, 1974.
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