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Meetings of the Shortages Committee

8654. SHRI BHALJIBHAI PAR-
MAR: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM AND CHEMICALS be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of meetings held of
the Shortages Committee during the
last one year;

(b) the persons invited to the meet-
ings of thig Committee and the broad
features of the discussions held; and

(c¢) whether Government will lay
a copy of the minutes of this Com-
‘mittee on the Tahle of the House?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM

AND CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAH-
NAWAZ KHAN): (a) to (c¢). No
“Shortages Committee” has been set

up by Government. Availability of raw
materials|canalised bulk drugs and
drugs intermediates, packing mate-
‘rials, formulationg ete. are periodical-

Written Answers 54

ly reviewed ang discussed with the
repl"esentatives of the industry, S.T.C,,
varlous concerned organisations of the
Government viz., D.G.T.D. D.GHS.,
Ministry of Agriculture etc, and ap-

bropriate action takep wherever cal-
led for.

Activities of Multi-National Drugs
firms affecting Indian Pharmaceutjcal
Industry

8655. SHRI BHALJIBHAI PAR-
MAR: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM AND CHEMICALS be Pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Indian Pharmaceu-
tical industry hag been totally curbed
by the activities of multi-national drug
manufacturing firms in our country;
and

(b) if so, what steps Government.
propose io take to restrict their acti-
vities and to encourage the Indian
pharmaceutical industry? '

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAH-
NAWAZ KHAN): (a) No, Sir.

(b) The following steps are taken

to encourage the Indian sector of the
drug industry: —

(i) The Indian sector of the indus-
try is given preference in ap-
proval of manufacturing
schemes;

(ii) Manufacture of increasing

number of bulk drugs through

public sector undertakings;

(iii) Industrial licences are usually

not issued to foreign firms for

producing formulations unless
linked with the production of
bulk drugs;

(iv) They are asked to take up

production of bulk drugs from

more basic stages and to make
available a suitable portion of
their bulk drugs production





