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Press Statement tssied on the cimelvgion
of the discussions i3 Jaid on the Table of
the House {Plovwd+in Library. See No. L'F-
619011974,

Promotion of s better bulance In Trade
between India and Sel Lanka

454. SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KAKOD-
KAR:
SHRI P, GANGADESB

Will the Muinister of COMNM1 RCk be
pleased to state :

{a) whether New Dcthi and Colombo
nuve identified three Industrial projects to
promote a better balance in trade; and

(b) if so, whether each project is in-
tended to meet their needs for products
now imported fiom a taird countiy?

THE MINISTFR OF S1ATE IN THE
MIMISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHR!
A. C. GEORGE) . (@ and (b).
Peasibility studics have been conducted
for the establishment, ;1 Sit Tanta of in-
Jostries based on prapmte.  glass  and
rubber. These me undar  comaderation
>f the two goveinments. Witn ity prowt-
mity to India, Sri Larka will enjoy a com-
petitive advantage over  other soutces of
supply for products which Inda
would need to import from abroad., It is
in the spirit of economic cooperation bet-
ween the two countries that they develop
and divetsify therr mutual tiade

Cultivation and Export of Opium
455 SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK :

SHRI BIRENDER SINGIT RAO -

Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether Indix is in danga of
fosing its monopoly in cultivation and ex-
port of opium in the world market;

(b) if 50, the reasons therefor, and
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(») whether any steps have beem taken
or are proposed %o be tehep to  improve
the drawhacks and maintain the mono-
poly in the opitm trade and tcultivation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
K. R. GANESH: (a) No, Sirn

(b) Does not orise.

(¢) The Government ol India’s policy
reganding production and evport of opivm,
is based on her international obhgations
to 1estuct it to world's medival and scients-
fic requrements ~f opum. Such requue
ments of opium are delcrmined by the
International Naicotics Con'tol Buord of
the Untied Nations.

India is the principal oprim  pioduuing
country 1 the world and Indian  oprom
accounts for more than 759, of the
worlds total producion The other major
opium producing  countiies at  present
are USSR. und han, but they do not ¢x
port opium  Turkey, whith was the othw
principal «tporting counttv  has suspended
opium production from 1973

Steps to Check Smuggling on Indo-Pak
Border

456 SHRI MUKHTIAR
MALIK :

SHR1 BIRIFNDEFR SINGH RAD

Will the Mimmstes of FINANCY
pleased to state

SINGH

be

(n) whether Govesrnment are aware of
smugghng on large scale on the Haryana
and Punjab borders with Puhkwstan , and

(b) 1f 80, the meps tuhcn or proposed to
be taken by Government to  cJheeh  the
same and the viwe of roods tecovered
by Gosernment from the smugglers dwing
the last one year?

THY MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
K. R GANESH) : (a) and (b}
Tntelligence 1eports reports received by the
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Gaovernment do not indicate that there is
large-scale smuggling between India and
Pakistan on the Haryara or: Punjab
botder, However, following steps have
been taken to check smuggiing on this
border:

1. Frequent mcetings are held at high
level between officers of Castoms, State
Folice and Border Security Force for
mutual exchange of information and deviy-
ing of effective eans for prevention of
smuggling.

2 Officers engaped on anti-mugghng
wotk are bung unpuited special training.
In addition, the customs avthoritics  have
vadertaken traftic cheching, 'Naka Bandiy'
and Road Blocks At strategie points,

3 Border Secunity Fowe Ofthicers who
ate deployed on the Lerder me also vested
with powers wnder the Crstoms Act to
pprehend smugglers and sene the goods
The officers of the Boider Secwiity Force
do patrolling and eaercise constant vigi-
Vo on the border.  1ist of suspected
mugglers w1e prepared and ambushes aje
Luid at vulperable points with a view to their
intergeption.  The value of sruggled goods
sozed  during  the ven 1973 from the
smugglers in this aren i Bs. {3 lakhs
upproximatcly,
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