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Convornieg  of ;| Howrsh-Amia gnd
Howrab-Sheakbals Mght Raliway inte
Broad Gauge

108. SHRI DINEN BHATTACH-
ARYYA: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the areas covered by
Howrah-Amta and Howrah-Sheakhala
formerly known as Martin Railway
have been surveyed for changing the
line into broad gauge; and

(b) if so, when will the work be
undertaken and the likely expendi-
ture thereon?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Yes.

(v) The ‘work has already been ap-
proved through the Supplementary
demands for grantis in 1973-74. The
details of participation oy the State
Government i the Capital Cost and
operation of this line are under finali-
sation, The construction will be
undertaken after this is finalised. The
estimated cost for the project is about
Rs. 13.5 crores.

Closure of sleeper foundries in West
Bengal in 'mid-December, 1973

109, SHRI DINEN BHATTACH-
ARYYA: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to State:

(a) whether Railways did not place
any orders for sleepers with the slee-
per foundries, especially in West
Bengal due to which many of the
foundries had to completely close down
in mid-December, 1973; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MOHD, SHAFI QURESHI): (2) On
12-11-1973, the Railway Board issued
acceptance letters to 34 firms for the
Supply of Cagt Iron Sleeper Plates and
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of these, 22 firms having their works
located in West Bengal were offered
a total quantity of 72,700 tonnes, So
far only 8 West Bengal firms have
agreed to supply 26,600 tonnes of Cast
Iron Sleeper _Plates.
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