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relaxation of efforts or complacency 
in the area of pest and disease 
control

ResOlt of New System of Imho of 
Foodgrains and Sugar by F.CX De

pots to Fair Prioe Shops in Delta
6889. SHRI RANABHADUK 

SINGH:
SHRI RAMAVATAR 

SHASTRI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether ever since tho new sys
tem to ‘streamline* operation of sup
ply of foodgrains and sugar to fair 
price shops at the godowns of the 
Food Corporation of India in Delhi 
was introduced, much of the benefits 
have remained elusive; and

(b) if so, the steps Government 
have taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THF MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE)*
(a) and (b). The new system intro
duced m Delhi Region for distnfci 
tion of foodgrains is reported <•’ foe 
working satisfactorily.

Better Bus Service in the Capital

6690 SHRI M S. PURTY:
SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA:

Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether any meeting to provide 
better bus service in the Capital was 
convened by the Ministry of Trans
port and Delhi Transport Corporation;
and

(b) if so, the decisions taken there
on?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND 
TRANSPORT (SHRI PRANAB 
KUMAR MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes,
Sir. A meeting was held on 16th 
March 1974 to discuss matters relat
ing to Delhi Transport Corporation. 
The meeting, which was presided 
over by Minister of Shipping and 
Transport, was attended by the Chief 
Executive Councillor, Delhi Adminis
tration, Lt. Governor, Delhi and offi
cers of Ministry of Shipping and 
Transport and D.T.C.

(b) The following main decisions 
were reachcd: —

(i) DT.C. should introduce, as 
early as possible, feeder ser
vices to the newly started 
Green Line bus services.

(11) D.T.C. should acquire addi
tional buses and improve 
maintenance of the existing 
fleet to enable it to place 
more buses on the road.

(iii) Special attention should be 
paid to bus services for rural 
areas.

Funds Allotted to Development of 
Agriculture in Assam

6691. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:
SHRI TARUN GOGOI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the State of Assam has 
not been provided with sufficient 
funds during the last five year plan 
so far for the development of agricul
ture;

(b) whether that is the main rea
sons why State Government could not 
develop agriculture properly;

(c) whether the Union Government 
had decided to give much attention 
to the State during the Fifth Five 
year plan in this regard; and
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(d) if so, the scheme that will be 
undertaken in the State during the 
period in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE)
fa) The expenditure during the

First, Second and Third Five Yea: 
Plans and approved outlays for the 
Fourth Plan of Assam for agricui- 
tural programmes, community deve
lopment and cooperation, Irrigation 
and power and total for all sector?, 
♦ire given below: —

(Rs. in million)

Programme
First

Plan
Second

Plan
Third
Plan

Fourth Plan
(approved
outlavs)

Agricultural programme 46 5 73'X 122 0 380- 8
Community Development & Co-

opeiation 2 0 76 4 49' 1 75 2
Irrigation & Power 46-1 68 3 573 7 ('60 9

Total for all scctors 205-1 544' S 1324 4 2060-0

It would be seen from the a hove seeds, plant protection, incieai -it1
statement that in view of the do- credit facilities, flood control measu
minant position occupied by agricui- 1 es etc. were incorporated in the
ture m Assam’s economy high pri
ority was accorded in the Fourth 
Plan to agricultural development 
Special programmes for rational land 
use, improved cropping pattern, irri
gation, use of fertilisers, improved

Fourth Plan

(b) Agricultural crop productio > 
in Assam has shown some improve
ment over the years, as would tv 
seen from the following figures:

Period
Rice 

fin lakh 
tonnes')

Total 
Foodgrains 

(In lakh 
tonnes 1

Jute (In 
lakh bales')

1. Average for 5 years ol Third Plan 
62 to 1965-66)

('1961-
18 06 57 9-21

2. Average for 3 Annual Plan rears ' 
to 1968-69)

1966-67
19-y6 20 51 9 13

3- 1969-70 20’ 58 21- 19 n- u
4. 1970-71 • 21- 10 21-72 9* Hfc

5 1971-7:1 • 20- 55 31-54 II-96

6. 1972-73 (Final Estimate) • 23’ 23 25-53 10- 51

Nort:—For the sake of comparability, the above figures relate to the old state of Aŝ am
i.e., present States of Assam . nd Meghalaya and the Union Territory ol Mi-eoram.
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It is,, of -course, true that the rat* 
of agricultural progress needs to b<* 
accelerated. At present the inade 
quacy of infra-struclural facilities U 
an important factor inhibiting econo
mic/agricultural growth in Assam
and this needs to be improved.

(c) and (d). The Union Govern
ment as also the State Government of 
Assam have accorded high priority 
for the development of agriculture i» 
the Fifth Five Year Plan. To step 
up agricultural production in the 
Fifth Five Year Plan, the mam ele
ments of the strategy proposed to he 
adopted by the State Government
would be as under:

(i) to bring about a change in 
the land use pattern so ns to 
bring greater area un î'r
high yielding varities of
crops ttis-a-ris traditional 
varieties;

(li1) to raise productivity thr >ugh 
the supply of bettor and un
proved inputs such as im- 
uroved seed, fertilisers, oe«5fi 
tides, etc.,

(in) adoption of a three-crop cul
tivation pattern with a shor* 
duration crop in between th° 
two major crops;

h\) change of cropping pattern 
especially in the flood affect
ed areas to eliminate too 
much dependence on flood 
pronp crops; and

(v) provision of greater irriga
tion facilities to reduce de
pendence on monsoon and to 
facilitate production of H Y V, 
and rabi crops.

Various schemes have been included 
>n the Draft Fifth Five Year Plan of 
the State Government for implemen-
•mg the ;ibove strategy.’

Iitdo Yemen Cultural Pact

6692. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:
SHRI RAM BHAGAT PAS- 

WAN:

Will the Minister of EDUCATION 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE* 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether India and Yemen have 
signed a cultural pact in the month of 
March, 1974;

(b) if so, what are the contents of 
the pact,

(c) whether large number cf such 
pacts were signed in the first three 
months of 1974, and

(d) il so, to what extent these cul
tural pacts have benefited the count
ries concerned9

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL. WELFARE AND IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI 
D P. YADAV): (a) Yes, Sir. A Cul
tural Agreement was signed with Peo
ple's Dc-mocr .tic ReoubLc of Yemen 
on 17th March, 1971 in New Delhi.

<b) Tho Agreement envisages de
velopment and promotion of contacts 
between the two countries in the fields 
of art and culture, education, science 
and technology, mass media of infor
mation and education, spcrts and 
games and lournalism. Copies of the 
Agreement are availahl1 in the Parlia
ment Library.

(c) Only one Cultural Agreement 
was signed m the fir-at tnrec months of
1974 i.e. with People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen.

<d) Cultural Agreements lav down 
the broad principles of cooperation 
between the countries concerned and 
provide a framework for specific time- 
bound exchange programmes. These




