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Achievement op Fourth Five Year 
Plan Birth Rate Target

3161.  SHRI YAMUNA  PRASAD 
MANDAL:  Will  the  Minister  of
HEALTH  AND  FAMILY  PLAN-
NING be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government had fixed 
target for birth rate per thousand at 
25 at the end of the Fourth Plan;

(b) if so, whether this  target  has 
been achieved; apd

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ?

THE  DEPUTY  MINISTER  IN 
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING (SHRI  KON- 
DAJJI  BASAPPA) :  (a)  to  (c).
The birth rate targetted to be readied 
by the end of the IVth Plan was 32 
per 1000 population.  It is  estimated 
that actual birth rate that is likely to 
be reached by the end of the Fourth 
Plan may be 35.6 per 1000  popula-
tion. The ireason is that the expected 
number of couples in the reproductive 
age group were not practising family 
planning.  As  agaipst  28  million 
couples that were expected to be pro-
tected, the number of couples actually 
adopting family  planning  would  be 
about 16 million by the end  of the 
Fourth Plan.

Diversification of  Production of 
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd.

3162.  SHRI YAMUNA  PRASAD 
MANDAL:  Will  the  Minister  of
DEFENCE be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is a proposal to 
diversify the production of the Hindus' 
tan Aeronautics Ltd; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE (DE-
FENCE PRODUCTION)  IN  THE 
MINISTRY OF  DEFENCE  (SHRI
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VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA) :  (a)
and (b). HAL having been specifically 
set up and equipped to  manufacture 
different types of aircraft, aero-engines 
and associated equipment,  the  scope 
for diversification is  limited. Within
these limitations,  however,  attempts 
have been and are being made to take 
on outside jobs 03* a  selective  basis 
with a view to improve HAL’s  turn-
over  and  profitability,  the  main
consideration in  these  cases  being 
availability of capacity aiud specialised 
equipment with HAL or  expertise not 
readily available elsewhere. Thus the 
Foundary & Forge at Bangalore  and 
Koraput have been undertaking manu-
facture of castings and  iorgings  for 
Ordnanos  Factories,  Bharat  Earth
Movers, etc.  HAL  has  undertaken 
jobs for the Indian  Space  Research 
Organisation and the  Garden Rcach
Workshops Ltd.  HAL is also selling 
know-how developed by it for TV sets 
end -also manufacturers components of 
TV sets.

Criticism my a Chinese News Agency 
ON  RECENT  AGREFMFNtS  BETWEEN

India and U.S.S.R.

3163.  Shri  MADHU  LIMAYE : 
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have seen 
the statements issued by Hsniua News 
Agency of Communist China  on the 
recent agreements between India  and 
Soviet Union;

(b) if so, the main points of Chinese 
criticism; and

(c) the reaction of Government  of 
India to this criticism?

THE MINISTER OF  STATE  IN 
THE MINISTRY  OF  EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SURENDRA  PAL 
SINGH) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b)  The New Chfa»a News Agency has 
tried to suggest that the recent

agreement signed  in  November last 
year  has  aroused  “grave  concdia” 
among Indians.

(c)  There is no substance in  these 
tendentious  reports.  Our  friendship 
with the Soviet Union is based on prin-
ciples of equality and mutual benefit.

Heavy Arms build up by Petroleum 
producing Countries of West and 

South East Asia

3164.  SHRI MADHU  LIMAYE: 
Will  the  Minister  of  EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have  col-
lected information about  the  heavy 
arms built up by the petroleum produc-
ing countries in West and South-East 
Asu;

(b) whether  the  implications  of 
this for the peace and good neighbour-
ly relations among the  countries  of 
thc>>e regions of Asia have also been 
studied;

(c) whether the Government  have 
initiated any moves for  rtiutual  dis-
cussions among the countries of  this 
legion ior voluntary limitations on arms 
build up and arms imports; and

(d) if not, the reasons for not doing 
this?

THE MINISTER OF  STATE  IN 
THE MINISTRY  OF  EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SURENDRA PAL 
SINGH) : (a) Government have been 
receiving a substantial amount of infor-
mation about the acquisition of arms 
by a number of countries in the region.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) and (d). India has always stood 
for general and complete disarmament 
u.nder strict and effective international 
control. Government have been active-
ly working in the UN and other bodies 
to  achieve  this  objective. Govern-
ment's views on the question of military

agree-
ments between India and Soviet Union 
are of an ‘unequal' nature, being more  escalation in the region are well-known 
to the advantage of the Soviet Union  r.r»d have been discussed with a number 
and that  the  long  term  economic of countries.




