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Impact of shortage of raw materials
for pharmaceutical industry

6092, SHRI K. MALLANNA: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the present critical
shortage and spiralling cost of indi-
genous and imported raw materials,
packing materials, serviceg ang utili-
ties and policy constraints op expan-
sion of capacity and production would
adversely affect the prospects for
reaching the targets envisaged for the
pharmaceutical industry in the Fifth
Five Year Plan;

(b) whether Government are aware
that the critical raw material position
had been further aggravated by the oil
crisis and shortages were already in
avidence and the industry had drawn
the attention of Government in this
regard; and

{c) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF. PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI . SHAH-
NAWAZ KHAN): (a) to (c). The oil
crisis has adversely affected the avail-
ability and priceg of raw materials in
the world market. The availability of
raw materials, both indigenous and
imported and packing materials re-
quired for the drug industry is how-
ever being kept under watch and is
also periodically reviewed with the
representatives of the industry. Cor-
rective measures, wherever indicated
are being taken to the extent possible.
Under the Drugs (Prices Control)
Order, 1970 the drugs and pharmaceu-
tical units can apply for increases in
the prices of drugs on account of in-
creases in the input costs. Such ap-
plications are considered by the BICP.
The impact of shortages and high
costs of raw materials on the targets
fixed under the Fifth Five Year Plan
will be kept under watch.

Closure of Chemicalg and Fibres of
India Limited for want of raw material

6093. SHRI S. A. MURUGANAN-
THAM: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM AND CHEMICALS be pleased
to state: :

(a) whether Government are aware
that the Chemicals and Fibres of India
Limited has been shut down for want
of raw materials, throwing about 500
employees out of employment;

(b) whether Government have al-
lowed them to import raw materials
against export; and

(e) if not, the reasons for not giving
licence for the scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAH-
NAWAZ KHAN): (a) M/s. Chemicals
& Fibres of India Ltd. have closed
down . their polyester fibre unit for
want of raw materials. No employee
has, however, been retrenched or laid
off.
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(b) and (c). The question of permit-
ting the import of PMT against expert
of fabrics and garments containing
polyesier staple fibre ig, under eceon-
sideration of the Government.

Setiing up of Super Thermal Power
Plant In West Bengal in Fifth Plan
1 Fl Al e i ne

€004, R. P, ULAGANAMBEI:
Will the Minister of IRRIGATION
AND FOWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether there ig any proposal
to set up a super thermal power plan{
in West Bengal in the Centra]l Sector
during the Fifth Five Year Plan
period; and

(b) if so, the main features thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION ANpD
POWER (SHRI SIDDHESHWAR
PRASAD): (a) and (b). It is proposed
to establish a Central thermal power
station at Farakka at a cost of Rs. 47
crores during the Fifth Plan period.
One unit 18 expected {0 be commis-
sioped during 1878-79. This station
may develop to a larger mize during
the SBixth Plan.

Chemical manufacturers entering inte
deals with foreigners for supply of
chemieals

6095. SHRI C, K. JAFFER SHARIEF:
‘Will the Minister of PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether some chemical manu-
{acturers have entered into deals with
doreigners for the supply of a wide
range of items like butanol, butyl
acetate, acetic acld and ethyl acetate
in view of the higher prices offered by
buyers; and

(b) if so, the broad outlines regard-
ing the earning of foreign exchange
4n thig regard during 1972-787
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI SHAH-
NAWAZ KHAN): (a) and (b). The
information is being collected and
will be laid on the table of the House:

Request from Punjab State for dhu--.
siop of pewer from Delhi to Punjabd

6096 SHRI R S. PANDEY: X
SHRI PRABODH CHANDRA:

Will the Minister of IRRIGATION
AND POWER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Punjab State has urg-
ed the Cenire to divert some power
fiom Delhi to the State to relieve the
productive units in the Btale of power
shurtage; and o

(b) if so, the decision taken there-
on?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
POWER (SHRI SIDDHESHWAR PRA-
SAD): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. The Govt.
of Punjab requested the Central Gov-
ernment in March 1974 to make avail-
able additional emergy to meet i{he
increased requirements for irrigation
pumping In Punjab. Relief to the ex-
tent of 1 GWH/day was promptly
arranged for Punjab. 0.2 GWH/day
were arranged to be given from the
Central Thermal Power Station of
Badarpur and 0.79 GWH/day were ar-
ranged to be given by reduction of
power supply to the Nangal Fertilizer
Factory from Bhakra, .

Interview of Commercial Clerks,
Westery Rallway

6097. SHRI CHANDRIKA PRASAD:
SHRI ONKAR LAL BERWA:

Wil the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether certain Commercial
clerks were interviewed by the West-
ern Railway administration during
January to March, 1974; « |





