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TJse of Damodar Valley Corporation 
Canal for Inland Water Transport

1747.  SHRI S. N. SINGH DEO’ Will 
the  Minister  of  SHIPPING  AND 
KANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a)  the amount spent and the pro-
gress of work for use of Damodar
Valley Corporation Canal for Inland 
Water Transport so far made;

(b)  whether any attempt was made 
to use this canal for  transporting 
goods between Calcutta and Durga- 
pur; if so, results of this attempt; and

(c)  whether any suggestions were 
made by the Corporation for mecha-
nisation of the lock gates of the canal; 
if so, whether the suggestion has been 
considered?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY  OF  SHIPPING  AND 
TRANSPORT (SHRI  PKANAB KU-
MAR MUKHERJEE;.  (a) A sum of 
Rs- 422.29 lakhs has so far been spent 
upto 1972-73  for  providing  naviga-
tional facilities on the Damodar Valley 
Corporation  Canal,  excavation  of 
navigation canal, construction of lô ks, 
bridges, cross drainage works, loading 
and unloading berths approach road*?, 
electrification  of locks mechanisation 
of .gates miscellaneous works etc. Most 
of these works have been completed.

(b)  Attempts were made in the past 
to use the canal for transporting goods 
between Calcutta and  Durgapur  on 
commercial  basis.  Some  private 
operators started inland water trans-
port services in the canal but could 
not continue the operation due to va-
rious  reasons- The Central  Inland 
Water Transport  Corporation  Ltd., 
also tried to organise water transport 
of coal on this canal using their fleet, 
but found that the cost of transport 
by road-cum-water route is much high-
er than the cost by direct road trans-
port

fp) No suggestion for mechanisation 
of lock gates of the canal has been 
received from the  Damodar  Valley 
’ >rporation.




