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and increased  incomes  from  these 
sources

The strategy in the sphere of land 
reforms includes a programme for in-
stitutional changes,  concrete  opera-
tional  programmes,  implementation 
machinery, peoples' involvement  and 
the allocation of adequate funds for 
financing the plan.

The Fifth Flan alms at raising the 
per capita income of about 25 million 
of the poorest rural households.  An 
important direction of effort will be 
towards intensification  and enlarge-
ment of special programmes specific-
ally designed for the weaker sections, 
including tribals  and  the  weak#* 
areas in the agricultural economy.

A large-scale programme of integ-
rated area development in the com-
mand of 50 major irrigation projects 
covering about 14 million hectares is 
envisaged to be carried  out in  the 
Fifth Plan. For improving utilisation 
of irrigation potential, a number  of 
policies of measures, both in the realm 
of irrigation engineering and agricul-
tural development are proposed.

(c)  The main consideration intended 
to he kept in view in the formulation 
of policy governing agricultural prices 
for the Fifth. Plan are: CD to be an 
effective complementary measure  to 
other programmes for increasing agri-
cultural production; <113 to induce the 
farmer to plan the production of dif-
ferent crops in line with the estimated 
demand through manipulation of inter 
crop price relationship.  A  growing 
volume of procurement ai\d distribu-
tion through public  and cooperative 
agencies is  visualised in respect of 
several agricultural  commodities  to 
protect the  interests of consumers, 
particularly the vulnerable sections.
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1712. SH»I MADHU LIMAYE; W1H 
the Minister of AflStCULTORK Ml

pleased to state:  ,

<a> whether Government have made 
an estimate of the shortfall in  the 
availability of fertilisers in the Babi 
and Kharif seasons of 1972-74;

(b) if so, the magnitude of this 
shortfall; and

(c) the steps taken by the Govern-
ment to meet the requirements of agri-
culture, especially the next  Kharif 
season?

THE MINISTER, OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P.  SHTNX>E):
(a) and (b). Yes, Sir. The shortfall in 
the availability of fertilisers, was about 
13 per cent for Kharif 73 season and 
about 30 per cent for the Babi 73-74 
season.

(c)  Efforts are being made to maxi-
mise the  production  of indigenous 
fertiliser manufacturing units and to 
import the  required  quantities  of 
fertilisers. As per current indications, 
it will be possible to meet the require-
ments of fertilisers for Kharif 74 more 
or less in full.
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