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WilI the Mlzii»ter ot AGRICULTURE

, ;..4«t),;̂ |pê *jr. Goŷ rnmeut are aware
peapcentage of 

**ug*tr qont̂ nt ip. ^v ĉwie frown in 
India in general azid Î harashtra in 
particular "is going down gradually;

(h) whether  Government  have 
sponsored any research to find out the 
cauaesof this phenomena; and

(c> whether any effiort either  at 
Government or private research insti-
tutional level is ‘being made to de-
velop new variety of sugarcane with 
Jo£$h percentage of sugar contents, if 
«q, the highlight̂ thereof?

, tfjif Breeding  Institute,
; Sug*jr- ■
.. ' - the All'
tirii<>ia ' Coordil̂ ted - iSSŷ t. jc*u ■. Sugar— 
caiie Improvement ■■; wittf  research- 
centres in the major sugarcane grow-
ing aireas ;df ‘the ortented -
their êsefir&h pin>̂ aim̂  ̂ towards, 
fihdin# jtoiutibn ' to these ■ problems.

(c)  JSîearcane Breeding Institute, 
Cojinihatore Jbias eyplŷ d 10 varieties 
which' ave . eariy mattering with high-' 
sucrose ĉ t̂̂ aoi. Someofthese varie-
ties have 19-20 pê cent sucrose in 
juice Bvexp at ID months age of the- 
crqp. Presently,  these varieties are 
un̂ er multi-lacatipn testing all over 
the country. In addition, the partici-
pating centres under the Coordinated 
Projects have also been engaging in 
breeding varieties  suitable to their 
respective regions  by  utilising  the 
‘Chiff’  (i.e. true seed) supplied from 
the Sugarcane Breeding Institute.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE 
tSHRI ANNASAHER P. jSHINDE): 
Xa> The percentage of sugar content 
in sugarcane grown in India In gene-
ral is not going down gradually. The 
perf̂enfcage had increased from 9.33 in 
1969-70 to 9.79 in 1970-71 and 10.04 
in 1971-72. It, however, went down to 
.9,60 p̂ r .rj?p*t in. 1973r73,  ,

In th<£ -J'cj»se of Maharashtra  it In-
creased from 10.76 In 1909-70 to 11.29 
$ri 1070-71. In 1971-72 and 1072-73, 
however, the percentage declined to 

and $0:73, îspectiVely.

(b> The I>epartment of Agriculture 
had constituted an Eatpert Committee 
to go into the question of low recove­
ries in the country in general, and in 
Maharashtra in particular.

The Ctxmmtttee amongst others re-
commended the breeding of new va-
rieties with higher percentage of su-
gar, in’ addition to .re-
jwueh ia ertifidffl «eane fipeneri, -long 
•*e*m Mtatets > ofx- texxrg<ttiieviBertilitter» on 
loil productivity and plant pzô ection.

As far the work on artificial cane 
ripeners, it may be  mentioned that 
the spraying of 9 month old sugar-
cane crop with a chemical called cy- 
eocel on CCC at t)̂ raate q£ 4 ĵgs. /hec-
tare showed a sigmflcant improvement 
in the juice qualify,,to 70 days after 
spraying in difficult %& rlpep. condi-
tions of aou£&r’>e#Ht Q9safi»tMl regions o£ 
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Sbcperxmei3$$ on the effect jof inorga-
nic fertilizers on sucrose content Jhay e” 
been in progress at Padagaon in Ma-
harashtra and the results will become 
avisftlahle: only aftertheconcliiaiori of' 
these exp̂ Finaents.

With a view to emmre 4i«ease-free, 
quality ûgdfcaae aaed which is ymnr 
essential fn̂ iiTop̂  3#lds, 
dation Seed Production  Programme- 
has been initiated !a»t year at 9 
ed centres, ; In addition, research on 
Plant - Protection  i»roblem---£hr©ugb 
chemical and mê s—4ias
«been intenasfled, It Has  been 
*§i*t ifak* ><a»s*lio«ttaaja f̂ phô tys, Ha» 
•successffiudl̂ ĉ̂ ;̂3o<̂fl.;|̂orerr ■■
Itv '




