P mm of &Gmcm.mas
. m1M to state:. | -

.La) whether ngrnment are aware
g;; the fact . that the - perceritage of
 sagar . qorﬂ:@nt in sugarcane grown in
India in general and Maharashtra in

pari_;;cz_xlar “is going down gradually;

(b) whether  Government
sponsored any rvesearch to find out the
caum -of this phenomena; and

(c) whether any effiort either at
Government or private research insti-
tutional level is being made to de-
vefmp new variety of sugarcane with

pereentage of sugar contents, it
8o, t.he hlghhghts thereot?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY. OF . AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB . P. SHINDE):
L&) The’ percentage of sugar content
in sugarcane grown in India in gene-
ral is not going down gradually. The
pergentage had mcreased from 9.38 in
1969—?0 to 9.79 in 1970-71 and 10.04
in 1871-72. It, however, went down to

,60 per g.ent in, 1973—73

“In- thc ‘case o:t Maharashtra it ain-
creased from 10 78 i 1960-70 to :11.29
7 ©1970-71. ‘In ¥971-92 and 1972-73,
hhv&ever ‘the percentage ‘declined "to
11 M and 10?3 respectivély

- ( b) The De‘pllrtment of Agriculture
had’ ‘constituted an ‘Expert Committee

to ‘go into the question of low yecove- -
ries in the country in genera:, amd in

Maharashtra in particular

The Commtttee umongst .others -re-
eommended the breeding of new wa-

rieties with higher percentage of su- ang w | _
- been intenaifled, It has mmﬁ

gar, insddition  to - intengifying re-

search omn artifictal cane ripeners, dong

. Serm eifects of inorgenic. fertilizers -on
- woll pra&zcﬁvirty and. plant mdim

have

m towam
;.3 ﬁ.ﬁluﬂﬂn to theae prﬁblm :

( c) Smrcam Breod;i,qg Inxtitmte,
re.has evplysd 10 varieties.
which ave early ‘mat f with high

' sucrose content. sme .of these varie-

ties have 19-20 per cent sucrose in
juice even at 10 .months age of the-
crop. Erepently. these wvarieties are:
under multi-location testing all over-
the country. In addition, the partici-

_pating centres under the Coordinated

Projects have also been engaging in
breeding varieties sguitable to their:
respective regions by uftilising the
‘Chift” (i.e. true seed) supplied from
the Sugarcane Breeding Institute.

As far the work on artificial cane
ripeners, it may be ' mentioned ‘that
the spraying of 9 ‘mmonth old sugar-
cane crop with a chemical called cy-

- cocel on CCC at the raate of 4 kgs.  hec-

tare showed a significant improvement
in the juice guality b8 .to 70 days after
spraying . in . difficnlt -9 ripen condi-
tivns of .acuth-east coasial, resiclns of
Tamil Nadu and Andhr_a Pradesh.

- Experiments on: the -affect of inorga-
nic fertilizers on sucrese contentn-h_aw
been in progress at Padagaon in Ma-
harashtra and the results will become
available only after the: M of’

theﬂe enperiments. o

Wﬁh - vﬁew w ‘:mre diseaw-freer .
quaﬁty sagarcane -seed which is very
essential for:improving. yields, a Foun—
dation ' ‘Seed .Production . Programme-
has been initiated last year at 8 select-

ed centres.. In additim research on
Plant P!uotactim wabhm—ﬂpwgh
chemical :
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