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(t-'J Imports are being planned 
keeping in view the minimum. r~
qlllrements for supplC1l1entary 1l1di
gl'1I011! production. How('ver "ct~al 
imp"rts arc governed by the avall
:lbiiHy of foreign exchange for the 
Pllrp~S{' and also the supply and pri~e 
po,ilion of edible oilseeds and OIls In 
world markeL,. 

IIpvelopmenl or Salaya Port 

2064. SHRI P. M. MEHTA: 
SHRI PRABHUDAS PATEL: 

Will the Minister of SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT be pleased to 
sta!l': 

(il) whether Gujara! Government 
has requested the Union Government 
to develop the Salaya Port in Jam
nagar rnstrict in Gujarat State which 
has been hotbed of smugglers for 
many years; 

(b) if so, when th" final decision 
fo~ development of this port is likely 
to be undertaken; and 

(c) the total cost of expenditure in
volved? 

TIlE MINISTER OF SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI KAMLA
PATI TRIPATHI): (a) The Govern
ment of Gujarat have proposed the 
development of Salaya Port, among 
others, under the Centrally Sponsor
ed Schemes of Minor Port Develop
ment in the Fifth Five Year Plan. 

(b) A decittion on the list of sche
mes to be included under Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes has not yet been 
taken. This will be done on the 
finali~"tion of the Plan. 

k) Does not ariae. 
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"Ship-Bunching hits vital imports" 

2065. SHRI P. M. MEHTA: 
SHRI VASANT SATHE: 

Will the Minister of SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT Ibe pleased to 
~tate: 

(a) whethec attention of Govem
ment has been drawn to the press re
port in the Hindustan Times dated 
the 24th October, 1l/73 under the head
ing "Shi):l-bllnchin,l( hits vital im
ports"; 

(b) if so, how far this is true; 

(c) what were the reasons for the 
same; and 

(d) what steps were taken by the 
Ministry in this regard? 

TIlE MINISTER OF SHIPPING 
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI KAMLA
PAT! TRIPATHI): (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d). Unloading of foodgra~ 
and fertilizers from ships is the res
ponsibility of the Food Corporation of 
India. In order to speed up this work, 
a number of berths have been reserv
ed for foodgraina and fertilizer ves
sels at Bombay, Kandla and other 
ports. As regards newsprint, the 
problem is confined to Bombay Pf)rt. 
Bombay Port TrUllt have been ac
cording priority to vessels carrying 
newsprint and six such vessels have 
already been berthed on pl10rity ba
sis. The Port Trust also considers 
requests for grant of priority in berth
Ing to other vessels carrying essential 
commodities on the merits of each 
case. 

While there has been some bunch
in!: of aMps at Bombay, the con,es-
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tion at the port is mainly due to large 
imports of food grains and fertilizers 
and the reservation of a number ot 
berth. for these vessels. thus reduc
ing the berthing space for other car
go. At Kandla also, four out of five 
berths have been reserved for food
gl"ain~ and fertilizers ve.ssels, which 
has resulted in some delay to other 
ve'.3sels. 

The situation is likely to remain 
difficult at least for another month 
Or so in view of the heavy arrivals 
of foodgrains and fertill.zers,. The 
possibility of div~rting as many ves
sels as possible to other ports is kept 
under ccnst<:nt review. It hag aI.> 
been impre!\'led upon the Food Corpo
ration of India from rtme to time to 
increase the rate of discharge from 
foodgrain and fertilizer vessels, with 
a view to improving the turn round 
of ships. Efforts are also continuing 
to persuade the labour leaders of 
Bombay Port to agree to the resto
ration of third shift in the Port. Dre
dging at Kandla is being arranged 
through foreign contractors to restore 
the draught for bulk carriers and 
tankers. 
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