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Delay in Aluminjium Price Revision

622. SHRI S. A. MURUGANAN-
THAM: Will the Minister of STEEL
AND MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the news
item appearing in the Hindustan
Standard dated the 10th October,
1973 captioned “Concern over delay
in alumim’ur? price revision”; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) The production of aluminium
has been adversely affected in the
current year on account of heavy
power cuts imposed on the alumini-
um industry by the different State
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Electricity Boards. As against the

initial  estimate of 200,000 ton-
nes during 1973-74, it is now
estimated  that  production dur-

mg 1973-74 would be about 140/
150,000 tonnes, The fall in produc-
tion of the metal has affected the
availability of the metal to the cons-
uming industry. Steps that are possi-
ble to alleviate the scarcity condi-
tions in critical sectors of industry are
being taken by Government from time
to time.

The cost of production of aluminium
and its products (excepting extru-
sions and foils) is presently being re-
viewed by the Bureau of Industrial
Costs and Prices and decisions on
their recommendations regarding sell-
ing prices arc expected to be taken
by Government soon.

Creation of New Paosts in Office of
Director Gencral of Supplics and
Disposals

623. SHRI MADHU LIMAYE: Will
the Miniter of SUPPLY AND REHA-
BILITATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the DGS&D, Depart-
ment of Supply continue to waste
public money by creating new fangl-
ed posts;

(b) whether a new post of Officer-
On-Special-Duty for streamlining the
DGS&D was sought to be created;

(c) whether a post of Director
General is also sought to be created
abroad in the Supply Mission in
UK.;

(d) whether any steps have been
taken to prevent the creation of these
two posts; and

(e) if not, the reasons for not doing
this?

THE MINISTER OF SUPPLY AND
REHABILITATION (SHRI R, K.
KHADILKAR): (a) No, Sir. There is
no basis for such an allegation.

(b) One temporary post of Officer-
On-Special-Duty in the scale of
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Rs. 1100—1800 has been created in the
Department of Supply from the 18th
August, 1973 for a peri6d of six
months to assist in streamlining and
simplifying the rules, regulations and
procedures in the DGS&D.

(c) There is already a post of
Director Genera] of the India Supply
Mission, London and so the question
of creating this post does not arise.

(d) and (e). The implication of this
part of the question is not clear, Posts
are created according to requirements
of work of the Department. Informa-
tion regarding the two posts is given
in reply to parts (b) and (c) above.
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