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Expansion of T.V. Industry

426. SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA: 
Will the Minister of ELECTRONICS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the details about ex­
pansion of T.V. Industry during the 
Fifth Plan period have been finalised: 
and

(b) the production target during the 
Kfth Plan and the extent to which it 
would meet the demand as against 
the anticipated requirements?

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER 
OF ELECTRONICS, MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION AND BROADCAST­
ING AND MINISTER OF SPACE 
<SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI): (at
and <b). The Ministry -if information 
and Broadcasting have &ubmitted their 
plant* to the Planning Commission for 
the growth of the AIR TV network 
durmg the Fifth Plan period. On the 
basis of a pioposal made by the De­
partment of Space, the Planning Com­
mission has appointed a ra <-Foieo to 
examine all aspects con i*»eted with 
the u ê 0} a geo-sxnchioiu u*» satel­
lite, (leferrtd to as INSAT), over 
India, largely for purpose of tele­
vision, which would enaole complete 
coverage of the country in punciple. 
and a significant coverage m practice. 
Id terms of possible deployment of 
television stations and receivers on the 
ground; this Task Force has completed 
its work. The Planning Commission 

now to finalise details relating to 
the growth of television m terms of 
the above proposals in relation to 
overll national priorities for the Fifth 
Plan. As soon as this is *lone, other 

-aspects relating to the numbers of 
TV" receivers needed, and production 
« f  these as well as of TV components

wiU be finalised, and action taken to 
achieve the production targets.

Suggestions made by the Committee 
on distribution of Essentia! Conuno. 
ditiea and articles of mass consumption

427. SHRI VEKARIA: Will the
Minister of PLANNING be pleased to 
state the action taken by Government 
on the recommendations and sugges­
tion* made by the Committee on the 
distribution of essential commodities 
and articles of mass consumption?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI 
MOHAN DHARIA): The Committee 
on Essential Commodities and Articles 
of mass consumption will be shortly 
submitting its report. Appropriate 
action will be taken when the recom­
mendations of the Committee are 
available.

Telephone ratio in India as compared 
to South East Asia

428 SHRI VEKARIA:
SHRI RAM BIIAGAT PAS- 

WAN*

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA­
TIONS be pleased to state:

<r0 whether Telephone ratio in 
India is the lqwest in the South-East
A s ia :

(b) if so, the reasons therefor: and

(tO the measures taken by Govern­
ment to increase it?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA­
TIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA):
(a) The telephone to population ratio 
in India is low but not the lowest in 
South-East Asia. The telephone den­
sity (number of telephones for * 100 
population) for India was 0.2 against




