Closing of M/s. Assam Sillimenite
Factory at Ranchi Roag Bihar
4039. SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND

MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether M/s. Assam Sillimenite
Factory at Ranchi Road Bihar is ly-
ing closed since long;

(b) whether there have been serious
cases of financial malpractices jn fac-
tory;

(c) whether precious and valuable
machines imported from abroad have
either been sold at black market prices
or are lying in Bombay and other
ports;

(d) whether the workers of the said
factory had submitted a memorandum
to Prime Minister for taking over of
the factory; and

(e) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
{SHRI SUBODH HANSDA): (a) to (c).
and (e). According to the informa-
tion received by Government, the Re-
fractory Plant (belonginfg. to M/s.
Assam Sillimenite Limited) situated
near Ramgarh, in Hazaribagh Distriet,
Bihar was closed down on 28th June,
1972. The construction/erection of
the various units of the plant had not
been completed and certain essential
equipments had been lying in Calcutta
Port for a number of years. Some Of
these eguipments had alsp been auc-
tioned by the Port authorities for non-
payment of Port dues. The financial
position of the Company was also un-
satisfactory. The management of the
Refractory Plant was taken over by
Government under Seation 18AA of
the Industries (Development and Re-
gulation) Act, 1951, for a period of
3 years by a Notification dated the
2nd November, 1072. M/s. Hindustan
Steel Limited have been authorised to
manage the Refractory Plant during
this period. - ;

(d) Yes, Sir.
1612 LS—5.

Rice in Price of Truck Chassis

4040. SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH:
Wili the Minister of HEAVY INDUS-
TRY be pleased to state the reaction
of Government to the phenomenal rise
in the price of truck chassis, especially
of Tata, Merceds, Beng and Ashow
Leyland make?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEAVY INDUSTRY
(SHRI SIDDHESHWAR PRASAD):
Government have been concerned with
the. rising prices of trucks and have,
therefore, asked the Bureau of Indus-
trial Costs and Prices to undertake a
cost investigation of all units manufac-
turing commercial vehicles and recom-
mend fair selling prices for them.
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