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Anticipated food production for
current year and its import to
meet the deficit

4646. SHRI P. M, MEHTA
SHRI K. LAKKAPPA

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether India’s food production
for the current year will be about 100
million tonnes less than last year's;

(b) if so, reasons for the same; and

() whether India would 1import
grains to meet the deficit and to conti-
nue supplies through the public dis-
tribution system?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
VIINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) and
/b). Firm estimates of foodgrains pro
duction for the current year (1972-73)
would become available only after
the close of the agricultural year, ¢.
sometime in July-August, 1973. How-
ever, the production of kharif food-
grains during the current vear is
likely to be lower than that of last
year due to the prevalence of severe
drought in certain States and erratic
and deficient rainfall in others. The
production of rabi foodgrains. on {the
other hand, is likely to be higher than
last year owing to the impact of the
Emergency Agricultural Production
Programme and the beneficlal winter
rains in many rabi producing areas.
But the increase in rabl Season is not
tiekly to offset completely the loss in
Kgharif production.

(¢) To meet the short supply situa-
4ion and to maintain supplies through
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the public distribution system, about
2 million tonnes of foodgrains are
being imported during this year.

Eighteenth Meeting of the Central
Health Council at Bhubaneshwar

4647 SHRI P. M. MEHTA.
SHRI BHARAT SINGH:
CHOWHAN:

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING %e pleased to

state -

(a) whether the 18th meeting of the
Central Health Council was held at

Bhubaneshwar on the 30th January,
1973,

(b) if <0, the exvenditure incurred
on it. item-wise, and the sources rom
which this amount was received:

(¢) whether the mobilisatlion and
deployment of medica! and pre-medica}
personnel to provide health servicey m
thr rural sector was one of the items
of discussions; and

(d) other points discussed at the
Cunference and the decisions arrived
at»

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING (SHRI A. K.
KISKU) (a) The meeting wag held

on the 31st January and 1st February.
1974,

(L) The Government of India in the
Ministry of Heallh and Family Plan-
ning have sp far incurred from the
Consolidated Fund of India an ex-
penditure of Rs. 27.758.35 on  the
travelling allowance of the Ministers
and officers who attended the meeting.
The details of cxpenses incurred by
the State Governments and other
Minisiries of the Government of
India, whose representatives aftended
the meeting, are not avallable.

(c) Yes.

(d) Copies of the resolutions passed
at the meeting are Ilaid on the Table
of the House. [Placed in Library. See
No. LT-4605/73.]





