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(b) if so, the steps Government 
~ se to'take in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI ANNASAHEB p. SHINDE): 
(a) A complaint was received regard-
ing certain conflicts among members 
of the crew cif mechanised fishing 
boats in one State. 

(b) The matter is entirely within 
the purview of the State Government 
and it is reported that the State GGV-
ernment is taking appropriate action 
in this regard. 

Sbortfall In raUo of Females to Males , 
863. SHRI B. V. NAIK: Will the 

,Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the ratio of females to 
males in the country has been falling 
consistently since 1901; 

(b) whether this fall should not Ibe 
viewed with social alarm; and 

(c) if so, what the experts have to 
say about the remedies? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING (SHRI KONDA-
.JJI BASAPPA): (a) Yes, except that 
there was a slight increase during the 
decade 1941-51. 

(b) and (c). This is a matter of 
concern. It is felt that with ibetter 
material and child ,care the sex: ratio 
'Will im prove in course of time. 
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