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Co-operation in oil Field between
India amd Irag

7206. SHRI VAYALAR RAVI. will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Irag’s Minister of Oil
has recently visited India for negotia-
tions for co-operation in oil-field; and

{b) it so, the nature of discussions
held and the outcome thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (SHRI DALRBIR SINGH):
(a) and (b). The Minister of Oil and
Minerals, Government of Iraq visited
India from the 1st April, 1973, to the
8th April, 1973, at the invitation of
the Government of India with g view
to develop, extend and consolidate
economic, technical and trade relations
between the two countries. Coopera-
tion between the two countries in the
field of oil was also one of the subjects
discussed between the visiting Minis-
ter and the Government of India. An
agreement for a US $50 million credit
by Iraq in the form of crude oil sup-
plies to meet a part of the foreign ex-
change requirements of the Mathura
Reflnery was signed. The Agreement
also provides for the purchase of crude
oil by India from Iraq on a long term
basis. Heads of Agreement for a
‘service contract’ for oil exploration in
Iraq by the ONGC were also signed
with the Iragi National Qil Company.
An agreement, in princinle, was reach~
ed to strengthen cooperation betvreen
the two countries in the field of engi-
neering design for Petroleum industry.
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