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Production of Steel fn 197273

2515. SHRI P. M. MEHTA:

SHRI PURUSHOTTAM KAKO-
DKAR:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether stcel production in the cur-
rent year would be higher in 1971-72;

() whether profits would be lower than
in the previous year; and

(c) if so, the reasons therefor?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL. AND MINES
(SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN): (a) It
15 expected that the aggregate production
of steel from the main steel plants this
year will be higher than in 1971-.72.

(b) and (¢) The working results of the
concerned steel industry are likely to be
better than n 1971.72,

Discovery of copper deposits in Bhalghat

2516. SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA;
SHRI RANABAHADUR
SINGH:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Geological Survey of
India have located copper deposits in
Bhalghat District in Madhya Pradesh; and

(b) if so, the main features thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN): (a) and
(b). As a result of surface and subsurface
investigations carried out by Geological
Survey of India in recent years, reserves of
about 40 million tonnes of copper ore with
about 135 percent copper content have
been estimated so far at Malanjkhand in
Bhalghat district, Madhya Pradesh Fur-
ther detailed exploration work is in pro-
gress

Proposal for a Marketing Corporation for
coal

. 2517. SHRI INDER J. MALHOTRA:
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

() whether Government are examining
a proposal to set up a Marketing Corpo-
ration for coal; \

(b) if so, at which stage the proposal
has reached and outhue of the marketing
plan; and

(c) whether there is any proposal to re-
fntroduce control on coal in the context
of the above proposal or otherwise?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SHAHNAWAZ KHAN)' (a) and
(b). A Committee of officials has been set
up to examine the problems regaiding coul
marketing in the public sector including
the feasibility of setting up a central coal
marketing corporation The 1eport of the
Committee is awaited.

(c) One of the ways to rationalise the
distribution of coal among consnmers,
particularly in the context of continumg
shortage of the Ruilway wagons is to re-
impose control on the distribution of coal.
A proposal in this behalf 1s under con-
sideration

Long wait for Issue of passports

25i8 SHRI ARVIND NETAM Wil
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are awaie that
persons have to wait for a long time for
the issue of Pawsports even after getting
the attestation from Deputy Secretary/
First Class Magistrate;

(b) whethe;y Government have laid
down certain ttme hmit for the issue of
the passports; and

(c) the number of passports 1sued dur-
ing the last six months, which were attest-
ed by Deputy Secretary/First Class
Magistrate and the minimum and the
maximum time taken by the Regional Pass-
port Office, New Delhi to issue the Pass-
ports?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)-
and (b). Sir, the position is that there are
standing instructions in this regard, enjoin-
ing upon the Regional Passport Officers
to grant passports within 48 hours, to
applicants who produce Vezification Certi-
ficates issued by officers of the rank of
Deputy Secretary/First Class Magistrate,
and above. The RP.Os, however, sré re-
quired to ensure that the applications are





