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{b) Doeg not arise.

(c) The programmes to be included
in the Fifth Plan are yet to be
finalised,

Editing of News by ALR. oconcerning
Political Parties (Opposition)

1281, SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING. be pleased to
state:

(a) whether definite guide-lines
have been given to the Editor-in-
chief of the All India Radio as to how
to edit the news of the political
opposition parties;

(b) the main principles that guide
the News Editors at different local
centres to edit the news received or
collected from the Opposition parties;
and

(c) whether there has been a divi-
sion of time for the news to be
broadcast between the Ruling Party
and the Opposition Parties and
specially in relation to the main
opposition ‘groups in Parliament and
if so, the division of time made in
thig regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI DHARAM
BIR SINHA): (a). No, Sir.

(b) Newsworthiness of the item,
space and time available.

(c) No, Sir.
Whole-time Reporters of Calcutta
ALR,

1282, SHRI SAROJ MUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION

AND BROADCASTING be pleased to-

state:

whole-time
the

(a) how many of
Reporier cre maintained by
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Calcutta Centre of A.LR. for covering
events in Calcutta and its suburbs and
how much money ig spent on them per
month;

(b) whether it is a regular rule of
the Calcutta Centre of A.LR., not to
cover any function of political parties
through its own reporters and to
broadcast the news of the event after
editing;

(c) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(d) whether Calcutta Cenire has
been instructed by the ALR. officers
mnot to broadcast any news if they do
not receive written reports on the
subject in their office or from P T.I.

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI DHARAM
BIR SINHA): (a) Two; approximately
Rs. 1,500/-.

(b} and (c). No, Sir. The two A LR.
Reporters cover as many functions as
possible. For the rest, A.LR. depend®
upon news agencies. News items are
edited without affecting basic facts,
in order to accommodate them within
the time and space available im
bulletins.

(d) AILR. prefers to have written
reports in order to eliminate the
possibility of misunderstanding or
misreporting.
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