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Life Pension to recognised Artists

2954. SHRI JHARKHANDE RAL
SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:

Will the Minister of CULTURE be
pleased o state: .

(a) whether Government have for-
mulated a scheme to give life pen-
sions to the recognised artists during
the Fiith Five Year Plan; and

(b) if s2, the main features there-
of?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND
SOCIAL WELFARE AND IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE (SHRI
D. P. YADAV): (a) and (k). A pro-
posal is under consideration of Cov-
ernment for the award of: (i) Senior
and Junior Fellowships and (2) pen-
sions to outstanding artists, in the
fields of performing, lterary, and
plastic arts. or their families. THe
details of the proposed scheme have
not yet been finalised.
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. However, there is currently in op-
eration since 1952-53 a scheme  of
financial assistanée to persong who
have made contributiong in arts
and letters but are now ip indigent
circumstances and to dependents of
writers and artists who leave their
families unprovided’, Under this
scheme at present about 1200 writers
and artists or their dependents are
receiving pensions from the Central
Government either on cent per cent
basis or on a sharing basis with the
State Government.

Break through in Bajra Production

2955. SHRI JHARKHANDE RAIL
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government expect to
make 3 break through in the p1o-
duction of Bajra; and

(b) if so, the reasons for thig ex-
pectation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) There has been a constant up-
ward trend of coverage under hybrid
in the principal bajra growing States
in recent years. As a result of
the large scale adoption of hybrid
bajra, both area and productién have
been increasing. There are prospec-
ts of further increase in  production
of bajra in the coming years, with
the adoption of newly evolved better
hybrids.

Scheme for increased production of
Commercial Crops

2056. SHRI Y. ESWARA REDDY:
. SHRI N. K. P. SALVE:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) svhether Government have pre-
paréd any scheme to help increase the

DECEMBER 4, 1972

Written Answers 204

production of commercial crops like
cotton, oil seeds, jute, sugar-cane and
tobacco;

(b) if so, the main features there-
of;, and

(c) the
scheme?

estimated cost of the

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a)
to (c). The Government of India
have formulated and launched a num-
ber of schemes in the Central Sec-
tor for increasing the production of
various commercial crops including
cotton, oilseeds, jute and tobacco. The
Fourth Plan does not include any
Central Sector schems on the devel-
opment of sugarcane. A scheme on
the development of sugarbeat, how-
ever, forms a part of the Plan, A
statement showing the schemes and
their estimated cost during the Fourth
Five Year Plan is given in the state-
ment enclosed.

STATEMENT

Scheme for increased production of
Cemmercial Crops

(Rs. in millions)
Sl MName of the Scheme Estimated
No. cost
during
IVth Plan
I 2 3
COTTON (Plan)
1. Maximised production of
cotton
2. Development of Sea Island
cotton .
3. Intensive Cotton District
Programme i
4. Maximised production of
cotton in areas around Co- 196° 40
operative Spinni Mills
through National Coopera-
tive Development Cor-
poration .

Production of Nucleus and

s+ Foundation seed of Cotton
at Indian * Agricultural Re-
search Institute,






