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(b) if so, the names of such Siate and
the amount of assistance given during the
last two years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF.
SHER SINGH) : (a) Yes.

(b) So far assistance of the order of
Rs. 4 lakh for the four selected Drought
Pron Areas Programme districts in Madhya
Pradesh has been approved for the Fourth
Plan period. Out of this, the outlay sanc-
tioned since the beginning of the Progra-
mme from 1970-71 is Rs. 0.80 lakhs.
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Prices of Foodgrains and its effect on
Family Budget

769. SHRI RAMKANWAR : Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state :

(a) the prices of wheat and other food-
grains during the last three months;

(b) whether the prices have increased
or decreased and how these prices have
affected the family budget of middle class
and lower middle elass income groups
of people; and

(c) what efforts have been made by
the Food Corporation of India to keep
down prices of wheat and other food-
grains ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) (a) A state-
ment is attached.

(b) No reliable data are available to
evaluate the impact of prices on the
family budget of the middle class and
lower middle class income group during
this period. However, as a major part
of the requirements of these classes are
being through fair-price ration shops at
fixed prices, there is not likely to be





