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Book Week

2929. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR : Will 
the Minister of EDUCATION AND 
SOCIAL WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether a ‘Book Week’ was observed 
throughout the country during March, 
1972;

(b) how this Week was celebrated; 
and

(c) what efforts were made/are being 
made 10 foster reading habits among 
people?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(PROF. S. NURUL HASAN): (a) Yes, 
Sir. A 4 Book Week’ was observed from 
18 to 24 March, 1972.

(b) The Book Week was noticed with a 
fairly extensive publicity campaign. The 
National Book Trust brought out a poster 
with the slogan ‘A Good Book is a Good 
Friend* in Hindi And English and distribut-
ed it to «B the important educational and 
other cultural institutions in tbe country 
fbrdiiptey<lafifl*th«mdfc. Tbe Directors

of Public Instruction and the ViCe-Chan- 
cellors of Universities were requested to 
celebrate the Week by involving the educa-
tional institutions under their respective 
jurisdiction and arranging special pro-
grammes like debates,discussions and 
symposia on various aspects of writing, 
translating, printing, publishing and distri-
bution of books. The Federation of publi-
shers and Booksellers Associations in India 
allowed a special discount of 10% on books 
purchased during the Week. All stations 
of All India Radio and tbe Television 
Centre in Delhi broadcast special pro* 
grammes aimed at fostering book-minded- 
ness. The Posts and Telegraphs Depart-
ment cancelled postal articles from the 
principal cities with the slogan of the 
Week

(c) The National Book Trust bring out 
books in well conceived series at reasonable 
prices, in order to attract attention of 
potential readers. They also organise perio-
dical book fairs in different parts of the 
country and the main purpose of such 
fairs is to popularise books and thus pro-
mote reading habits among people.

One of the themes in the International 
Book Year is the fostering of reading 
habits. A National Committee baa been 
set up to consider all the themes, including 
the fostering of reading habits and its re-
commendations are awaited.
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