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Shortage of Soda Ash for Small Scale
Industries

820, SHRI BIREN DUTTA :
SHRI SAROJ MUKHERIJEE :

Will the MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (PETROLEUM AUR
RASAYAN MANTRI) be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware
that the small scale industries in India are
facing a severe crisis owing to the scarcity
of soda ash ; and

(b) if so, the steps Government propose
to take to give sufficient soda ash for the
small scale industries ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (PETROLEUM AUR RASA-
YAN MANTRALAYA MEM UP-MAN-
TRI) (SHRI DALBIR SINGH): (a) Due
to the shortage of soda ash that has recently
developed in the country, the consumer
-industries including the small scale indus-
tries are experiencing difTiculty in getting
their requirements of this raw material,

' (b) The following steps have been taken
to meet the shortage :

() Existing units have been asked
to increase production to the
extent possible,

Iy Imports of goda ash by the
State Trading Corporation have
been and are being arranged.

(m) Applicauom for the . estabﬂsh-

. .ment of . additional .capacity

. have been . invited recently: for
‘ amm‘hll ;nom pmdumon.

TYAISTHA 10, 1893 (SAKA)

Written Answers. . S8
Blackmarketing of Soda Ash in Calcutta

821, SHRI SAROJ MUKHERIJEE:
Will the MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (PETROLEUM AUR
RASAYAN MANTRI) be pleased to state :

(a) whether the attention of Govern-
ment has been drawn to the blackmarketing
of soda ash at a rate of Rs, 130 per bag
of 75 kg. in Calcutta ; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Government
thereto ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS (PETROLEUM AUR RASA-
YAN MANTRALAYA MEN UP-MANTRID)
(SHRI DALBIR SINGH): (a) Government’s
attention has been drawn to the recent rise
in the selling prices of Soda Ash due to
shoriage in the availability of this commo-
dity that has recently developed in the
country.

(b) The following steps have been takcn
to meet the shortage :~

(i) Existing units have been asked
to increase production to the
extent possible,

(ii) Imports of soda ash by the
State Trading Corporation have
been and are being arranged.’ -

(iii) Applications for the establish-
ment of additional capacity have
been invited recently by means
of a Press Note for énsuring
more production as a lons-unn
solution,
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Alleged Indulgence of Members of North
Koresn Consulate in Subversive . .
Activities in Indin

822, SHRI msuwm‘m IHUN-
JHUNWALA :
SHRI SHYAMNANDAN . .-
MISHRA :
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