45 Written Answers

Disposal of Tea Garden owned by
Foreigners

3456. SHRI ROBIN KAKOTY : Will
the Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be
pleased to state :

(a) the number of tea gardens sold by
the European concerns to Indian concerns
in Assam and West Bengal during the last
three years, year-wise, and the value of
these tea-gardens separately ; and
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(b) the foreign exchange involved in
these transaction ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
A.C. GEORGE): (a) 20 tea estates in
Assam and West Bengal belonging to foreign
concerns have been permitted to be sold to
Indian concerns during the last three years
ending 3Ist March, 1971 for a total value
of 324.92 lakhs, The following table gives
year-wise figures :—

1968-69 1969-70 1970-71
Assam West Assam West Agsam West
Bengal Bengal Bengal
Number of tea
gardens  permit-
ted to be sold 2 1 8 — *8 1
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Price at  which
allowed to be
sold 46.00 2.25 152.51 — 113.05 1.11
lakhs lakhs lakhs lakhs lakhs

*This excludes one Tea Estate in Assam sold in April, 1971, the price of which is

Rs. 11.50 lakhs.

(b) Out of the sale proceeds, a little
over Rs. 200 lakhs have been allowed to be
repatriated.
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