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in April 1971. In addition, they have now 
communicated a requirement of 2 lakh 
tonnes of rice for Fast Bengal evacuccs.

As regards wheat, the monthly demands 
received from the State Government during 
the financial year 1970-71 totalled up to 
12.45 lakh tonnes. Their demand for April
1971 was 125 th. tonnes and for each of the 
months of May and June was 135 th. 
tonnes.

(b) The increased demand for 6.25 
lakh tonnes of rice was communicated by 
the State Government after their Food 
Minister's discussion with the Union Agricul­
ture Minister on 17 4.1971. The Government 
of West Bengal have been told that their 
revised requirement of rice has been noted 
and that efforts would be made to meet 
their full reasonable requirements. Adequate 
stocks of rice arc held by FCI on behalf of 
the Central Government in their godowns 
in West Bengal. More rice from other States 
is being moved to these godowns* and releases 
trom stocks in these godowns are made to 
the State Government every month according 
to their requirements. The State Govern­
ment’s demands for wheat are already being 
met in full.

Damage of Foodgrains by Rats

588. SHRI K. S. CHAVDA : Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE (KRISHI 
MANTRI) be pleased to state :

(a) whether the attention of Government 
has been drawn to the news appearing in a 
section of the Press that there are about, 
2,400 million rats—an average of over four 
rats to a person in the country—and they eat 
away as much as 2 4 million tonnes of food­
grains annually ; and

(b) if so, the steps Government propose 
to take to stop the eating away of food­
grains either by reducing rat population or 
by other adequate measures ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (KRISHI 
MANTRALAYA MEN RAJYA MANTRI) 
{SHRI ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) Yes 
Sir. The news item has been noticed by 
Government.

(b) The Central Government and the 
State Governments have taken up rat control 
work Until the year 1969-70, a scheme to 
eiadicate tats by the use of Rodenticides 
was being implemented by the Government 
of India as a Centrally-sponsored scheme 
through the State Governments, which has 
been transferred to the State Sector from
1969-70. The various methods of rat control 
such as tiapping, baiting, gassing of burrows 
are used to control the rat population. The 
Central Food Department has also intensified 
the extension work for making improved 
type of receptacles popular at the farmers’ 
level. Storage of foodgrains is also being 
modernised by the application of the latest 
scientific techniques of storage and pest 
control in order to minimise the damage 
to foodgrains on account of rats.
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