59 Written Answers

1eport in the Feononuc Times dated April
15, 1971, and if so, ihe 1cation of
Government thereto ?

THE D} PUTY MINISTER IN T1IE
MINISTRY OF TORFIGN TRADL
(VIDESH VYAPAR MANTRAI AYA MEN
UP-MANTRI) (SHRI A C GEORGL)
(a) Yes, Sir

(b) The followine specitic cltorts have
been made to piomote industrial jomt
ventures 1n Afliican countiics

(1) An Indiin Delpation consicting, of
the remie entatnes of the Goveirn
ment of India Indian Inve tment
Centre and o number of cur 1n
dustriahsts  partiapated  1n the
Conlerence  held  at NATROBI
between 30th November and 4th
Decomber, 1970 co sponsored by
the UNIDO, the Alinan Develop
nxnt Bank and the Iconomi
Comm sion lor Africa which pro
vided an opportumty for the entee
prencurs from the de clopin as
well as the developed counties to
meet together and discuss about
the possibilities  of setting up 1n
dustiial jomt venturcs m Atrican
countries of mutul interest It s
too early to assess the outcome of
this Conference

(2) A lstol Indnn enticpienuurs in
terested | the  wstiblishment ol
somt votures 1 Afta has been
supphicd to the Leonomic Commus
sion for Aftica Addis Abibi

(M It s one ol the ams of Indi
Afixa  Development  Association
which has the support of the
Government of India, to encourage
jomt venfures m  African coun
tries

(4) Our Muwssions 1n Africa take active
mterest 1 binging togcther the
Indian and African paities for the
purpose of mdustrial collaboration
They are furnishirg  upto-date
mformation 1eparding  investment
opportunities 1n African countiics

Bessdes, the following general measures
have been undertaken to promote oun
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industrial jomt ventures m all the countries
mcludin, those n Africa

(1) The concerned Minstries have
becn strengthened to collect and
dissenunate  iformation  among
Indian cnticpruneurs regarding mn-
vestment opportunitie  abroad

() Ior speedy disposal of the apph-
cations 1ccutved fiom Indian entre~
pieneur an Inter-Minsterial
Commuttece lor appicval of such
Joint ventures has becn set up m
lat¢ 1J69 to cxamine such pio-
posils

(m) Cash asst tinee, 1f othcrwise ad-
misible 15 also  allowed against
export of machmery nd cquip-
munt against Indian equity subject,
however to cedling of 10%, tob
value

(1) Notmal import seplenishments as
watlable to cxporters under the
policy for 1ugisteicd exporicis IS
allowed on exports against equity
capital

—~
-~
~

Indian entrepreneurs are pernutted
to remit a sinall amount 1n cash to
meet thur preliminary ¢xpenses

(vi) Indian industuiahsts are also ofter-
ing traming facilities to foreign
nationals m thewr factorics 1
India

(<) Govurnments attention has been
diawn to the artile published i the
Leoncmie  Iumes  dated  April 15, 1971
Efforts made by the Government to pro-
mote jomnt venturcs in African  countries

have been brifly stated above

Import Xicence for Rectifier for Caustic
Chlorine Project of ‘Travancore-Cochin
Chemicals

314 SHRIMATI BHARGAVI THAN-
KAPPAN Wil the Minuster of FORFIGN
TRADF (VIDESH VYAPAR MANTRI) be
pleased 1o state

() whether the Xerala Government
have requested the Centre to take imme-
duate action for licensing the mport of
tectificr for the Caustic Chiorine expansion

project of the Travancore-Cochin Chemi-
cals , and

(b) 1f 50, the decision taken therson ?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE
(VIDESH VYAPAR MANTRAILAYA MEN
UP-MANTRI) (SHRI A. C. GI:ORGE):
(a) Yes, by the Minister for Petroleum and
Chemicals.

(b) The
deration,

request is under consi-

Promotion of Trade with East European
Countries

315. SHRI SAMINATHAN : Will the
Minister of FOREIGN TRADE (VIDESH
VYAPAR MANTRI) be pieased to
state :

(a) whether any assessment has been
made to find out the cilect of bilateral trade
on the giowth of trade in non-traditional
goods with the Fast European countrics ;
axd

(b) whether Government have plans to
conduct marhet surveys and exchange of
trade visits to promote trade with the East
European countries ?

THI: DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FORFIGN TRADE
(VIDLSH VYAPAR MANTRALAYA MEN
UP-MANTRI) (SHRI A. C. GEORGE):
(a) Yes, Sir. The cxpoit of principal non-
traditional items including iron ote, textiles
and leather, accounts for approximately
one-third of India’s exports to East
Furopean countries.

(b) For promoting trade between India
and Fast European countries, trade dele-
gations are exchanged annually, Marketing
information is also collected as and when
necessary.

Shortage of Jute due to Bangla Desh

Crisis
316. SHRI BISHWANATH JHUN-
JHUNWALA Will the Minister of

FOREIGN TRADE (VIDESH VYAPAR
MANTRI) be pleased to state ;

(a) whether the situation in Bangla
Desh will create a World shortage of LS
lakh tonnes of jute goods ;

(b) whether Government have devised
ways and means to deal with this demand ;
and

{c) 1f 50, the details thereof ?
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE
(VIDESH VYAPAR MANTRALAYA MEN
UP-MANTRI) (SHRI A. C. GEORGE) :
(a) to (¢). While no definite information is
available as rcgards the extent to which
production of jutc goods in Easi Bengal has
been affected, there is likely to be some loss
of production. Measures to step up produc-
tion of jute goods in Indin as far as possible
to meet the shortage have been discussed
with representatives of the jute industry and
production plans are being drawn up by the
industry.

Modernisation of Textile Industry

317. SHRI BISHWANATH JHUN-
JHUNWALA : Will the Minister of
IFOREIGN TRADE (VIDESH VYAPAR
MANTRI) be pleased o state :

(a) whether Government have finalised
a blucprint for the modernisation of textile
industry in the country ;

(b) if so, the types of mills that will
come within the purview of this scheme ;
and

(¢) the details of the scheme and when
it will come into force ?

THL DLCPULY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADFE
(VIDESIT VYAPAR MANTRAULAYA MEN
UP-MANTRI) (SIIRI A. C. GEORGE):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) and (¢). Do not arise.

Conference of Chief Seccretarics of States
and Union Territories on Rural
Development

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR :
SHRI P. GANGADEB :

will the PRIME MINISTER
(PRADHAN MANTRI) be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Government had convened
a Conference of the Chief Secretaries of
States and the Union Territories in April,
1971 to discuss the problem of rural
development ;

(b} if so, whether it was stressed upon
them by Government to implement the
Plans quickly ;

(c) other subjects discussed ; and
(d) the decisions arrived at ?
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