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Popularisation of New Variety of Wheat 
Development in Punjab

5654, SHRI M. M. HASH1M : Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pieased 
to state the way the Government propose to 
popularise the new variety of wheat seed 
developed by Punjab Agricultural University 
amongst the farmers ?
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THE M INISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) : Information 
has been called for from the Slate Govern* 
meat and would be placed on (he Table of 
the Sabha as soon as it is received.

Fall 1ft the Consumption of Fertiliser in Rice 
Growing areas in Eastern Region

3653. DR. RANEN SEN: Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
state ;

(a) whether fertilizer consumption in the 
rice growing areas particularly in the eastern 
region of the country had been far below 
the target set in the Fourth Five-Year Plan ;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor ; and

(c) what steps have been taken to 
increase the intake of fertiliser in the rice 
growing areas particularly in the eastern 
region ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) ; (a) Fertilizer 
consumption in the rice-growing *ieas parti-
cularly in the eastern region has been gener-
ally below the operational targets set in the 
first two years of the Fourth Five-Year Plan, 
vfe., 1969-70 and 1970-71.

(b) The reasons for this shortfall in 
fertilizer consumption from the targets are 
as follows:

(i) A major part of the targeted 
consumption of fertiliser in the 
Fourth-Five Year Flan was estimat-
ed to come from the high-yielding 
varieties of crops which consume a 
larger dose of fertilizers. As a 
break-through has yet to take place 
in production of rice in the country, 
the consumption of fertilizers has 
been legging behind the targets in 
the predominantly rk^giowing 
* * * * *

(ii) Distribution system in the States 
in eastern region and especially

;: " ■■ , cooperative struct we y : m )' very ■,
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(iii) Lack of transport facilities in hilly 
and inaccessible areas like parts of 
Assam*

(iv) Lack of availability of sufficient 
credit.

(v) Gaps in extension efforts.

(c) Various steps are being taken by the 
Government to increase the use of fertilizers 
in the rice growing areas particularly in the 
eastern region as mentioned below :

(i) Research to evolve new high-yield-
ing fertilizer responsive paddy seeds 
tuitable to the different regions of 
the country is continuing ; recently 
as many as nine such new varieties 
have been released indicating that 
the country is poised for a break-
through in rice technology. It is 
hoped that with this break-through, 
there will be a substantial increase 
in rice production and in consump-
tion of fertilizers in (he rice-grow-
ing areas.

(ii) Government are considering sub-
sidizing transport of fertilizers to 
hilly and inaccessible areas in the 
States of Nagaland, Meghalaya 
Assam and the Union Territory of 
Tripura.

(iii) The Central Fertilizer Pool is main-
taining buffer stocks of fertilizers 
in some of these States where the 
distribution arrangements are 
inadequate,

(iv) The Government have taken steps 
to increase the availability of pro-
duction and distribution credit. 
The Stata Governments are given 
short- erm loans to the extent of 
1 /6th of the value of Pool fertilizers 
lifted A Credit Guarantee Cor- 
poratkm was recently set up to 
cover risks Involved in lending by 
commercial banks to farmers upto 
alkmtof R*. 1,000/-in «ch c m# 
and loans given to fertilizer dealers

, uptoa limUof Rs. 2 lakhs. .
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