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purchase from small-scale and medium- 
scale industries 7

THE MINISTER OF SUPPLY (SHRI
D. R. CHAVAN) : (a) to (c). A state
ment is laid on the Table of the House. 
[Placed in library. See No. LT-441/71].

(d) Purchases arc made on the basis of 
the lowest technically acceptable offers after 
calling for quotations. In cases of items 
where offers are received both from large 
scale and small scale units, the small scale 
units are accoided reasonable price pre
ference upto a maximum of 15% on tender 
to tender bisis, the actual quantum being 
decided on the merits of each case. No 
item has been exclusively reserved for 
purchase from the medium scale industries.

167 items have been reserved for exclu
sive purchase from the small scale sector.

Investment of Employees Provident Fund

2449. SHRI PHOOL CHAND VERMA : 
Will the Minister of LABOUR AND RE
HABILITATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Employees Provident 
Fund money is permissible to be invested 
in fast mortgage debentures of companies : 
and

(b) if so, the categories in which it is 
permissible to invest the Employees Provi
dent Fund money ?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND 
KhHABlUTATiON (SHRI R. K. 
KHADILKAR) : (ft) No.

(b) The question does not arise. How
ever, in accordance with the present 
pattern, the investment of Provident Fund 
money in respect of unexempted and 
exempted establishments is to be made as 
follows ;—

(i) in Central Govt. : Not less 
securities. than 45%

(ii) in State Govt, 
securit >es» the 
securities gua
ranteed by the 
Central Govt, or 
the State Govt., 
in the tax-free Balance
Small Savings
securities and in 
the 1 year, 3 year 
and 5 year Time 
Deposits in Post 
Offices.
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