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Drought-Affected Areas in India mid
particularly in the District of Gujarat

2379. SHRI JADUJA ; Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
sta te :

(a) the total number of drought-affected 
Districts in the country aad the number of 
such Districts m Gujarat ;

(b) whether any special fund has been 
sanctioned to the Gujarat State ; and

(c) if so, the amount thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) The South- 
West monsoon and the North-East monsoon 
during the year 1970-71 were not satis
factory in parts of Bihar, Mysore, 
Maharashtra and Jammu and Kashmir* 
Scarcity conditions have been /reported in 
66 districts of the country. No district 
in Gujarat has been declared as drought- 
affected.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Buffet Stock of Imported Fertilisers 
in States

2 m  SIIRl JADIJA : Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
state ;

(a) whether buffer stocks of imported 
fertilisers are likely to be built up by 
Government in e*u.h State accoiJmg to its 
needs ; and

(b) if so, the salient features of this 
scheme ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P SHINDE) : (o) and (b). 
No, Sir. It has always been the endeavour 
of the Government of India to help the 
States to have adequate stocks of fertilisers 
in advance of the cropping seasons. It is, 
however, not possible for the Government 
of India to maintain buffer stocks of 
fertilisers in each State on behalf of the 
State Governments. The Central Fertiliser 
Pool primarily maintains pipeline storage 
at the ports and to a limited extent at 
interior depots for want of adequate storage 
at the ports or to facilitate movement and 
distribution. Maintenance of buffer storage 
in the States is primarily the function of 
the State Governments and distributors 
including cooperatives ; provision for this 
purpose exists in the distribution margin 
allowed to distributing agencies.

Sharing fruits o f‘Increased Productivity 
to Workers

2381. SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR 
SINGH : Wtti the Minister of LABOUR




