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Distribution of Surplus Land to Scheduled
Castes in West Bengal

7844, SIIRI S. P. BHATTACHARYYA :
‘Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleascd to state :

(a) the total average of the surplus land
going to be distributed among the landless
lahourers and Scheduled Castes ;

(b) the number of landiess labourers/
Scheduled Castes ; and

() the number ot of them to whom land
has been distributed ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) : (a) So far 1.40
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lakh hectarcs of vested agricultural land has
been distributed among the landless labourers
and small farmers holding less than one hectare
ncluding members of the Scheduled Tribes
and Scheduled Clastes. Anuther 40,000
hectares are readily available for distribution,

(b) and (c). Information is being collected
from the State Governments.

Farm Mechanization

7845. SHRI RANABAMHADUR SINGH :
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state :

(a) the salient features of the long term
policy of the Government as regards farm
mechanization ;

(b) the wize of farm holding which forms
the basis of such policy ; aml

{(c) how the size and horse power of the
tractors, indigenous or imported or the cone
bined  harvesters, indigennus or  imported,
relate to such a holding ?

FHE MINISTER OF STATE IN TIIE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ANNASATIEB P. SITINDL) : (a) and (b). 1t
15 the policy of the Government to provide
means of modernning agncultmal operations
vo that the agricultural potential on small,
medivm and big farms s fully exploited
through the use of improved implements and
machinery appropriate to the size of holdings
and farning situations, the long term policy
being help attain an average growth of 5% in
agricultural production,

In situations where draught power is inade-
quate for carrying out agricultural operations
cfficiently and timely ot where the cost of
maintaining a pair of bullocks orasmall tractor
is uncconomical, custom service in agricultural
machinery would be encouraged/provided. For
obtaining maximum benefit from the high
yiclding varicties and multiple cropping even
on medium farmas of less than 25 acres which
could ordinarily be managed by multiple pair
of bullocks, there is ¢ need for use of equipment
such as tractors, power tillers, power threshers
and harvesting equipment fur carrying out till-
age, harvesting and other operations efficiently
and timely, The basis of policy is power requize-
ments and equipment needs for efficient cultiva-
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tion of crops under the programme of new
agricultural strategy. Adopting this policy to
size of operational holdings major sources of
power could be indicated as in the statement
laid on the Table of the House. [Placed in
Library. See No. LT-912/71). Credit facilitics
would be extended through the different finan-
cing institutirns for enabling farmers and
entreprencurs to acquire costly machines. Pro-
grammes of training for enabling the farmers
to efficiently utilise agricultural machinery and
implements would be strengthened, Intro-
duction and popularisation of imnproved imple-
ments will be intensified through National
Demonstrations and rescaich and development
on these intensified. These programmes will
Le of special benelit to farmers with small and
medium {arms.

(c) Tractors in the 20 h p. range would be
more in demand on faimns of 25 to 50 acres ;
whercas higher h.p tractors would be required
on bigger farms, for cnstom  hiring, for deep-
ploughing, land development, etc. Based on
the demand trend and the suitability of tractors
in the differcnt h.p. tanges for fanns in the
different sizes, the estimied requircruents of
tractors towards 1973-7 ¢ 1s as under :

12 .. 20 dbhp 25,000 nos.
21 .. 35 dbhp .... 43,000 ,
3b .. S0 dbhp .... 18,000 ,,
51 & above ceee 2,000
.

Similarly, combine harvesters suitable for
working with tractors of 21 to 50 h.p. would
be used mostly by medium and large farms ;
whereas larger sclf-propelled combines would
be used by big farms or jomntly by gioup of
farmers of by organisations engaged in provi-
ding custom hiring. The programme for supply
of tractots and combines in the different sizes,
generally, relates to demand trends and for
catering  to the requirements of farms of
different sizes and agricultural conditions.

Shortfall of Nitrogenous Fertilizers
[
7846. SHRI RANABAIADUR SINGH :
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state :

(a) the possible reasons for a short-fall of
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nitrogenous fertilizers in the year 197071 by 5
per cent as compared to the increase in the
average under high yielding varicty of crops ;

(b) whether Government contemplate to
take steps to check this tieud ; and

(c) whether Government have State-wise
data that could show the regions where this
trend is pronounced ?

THE MINISTER OF SIATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SEHKRI
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE) : (a) There was
no short(all in the consnmption of nitrogenous
fertlizers in the year 1170-71, In fact, the
consumption of nitrogenous fertilizers increascd
by 2% over that in the picceding year, Iow-
ever, thisinerease is not as much as the increase
in the acrearc under hizh yiclding varicties of
crops which has registered an inciease of 28%
in 1970-71 over that 1 the preceding yeat,

(b) Yes, Sir. The Government have studied
reasons for this low increase of consumption
in {eitilizers as compared to the tucrease in
the acreage undua high-yielding varicties of
crops. It wasfound that 1he apphiarion of
fertilizers is generally lower than the optimum
level of application prescubed in many areas
due to the following reasons .~

(i) Constraints ou the availability of credit
for fertilize s distribution and use,

(1i) Gaps in exiension ant promotional
efforts aimed at increased use of fertili-
zers especially for high yielding varie.
ties of crops.

(iii) Natural causes such as cyclones and,
floods in some States.

The Government are seized of the problems
and are taking various steps to increase the
ratc of growth of ferulizer consumption. They
have recently set up a Credit Guarantee Core
poratiun to ¢ncourage commercial banks to
providd greater credit facilitics to farmers and
dealers of fertilicers. The State Goveruments
have also been urged to ensure the availability
of production credit 0 farmers in larger
measure through Cooperatives. The Govern-
ment of India are also continuing to give short-
terma loans to the States for stocking and dusirie
bution of fertilizers,





