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and from 65 in 1950-51 to 40 in 1969-70
and further to 37 in 1970-71 on the metre
gauge. Similarly, the number of wagons
(in terms of four-wheelers of standard
carrying cap :city), used to move a million
net tonne kilometres per day has decreased
on the broad gauge from 1,402 in 1950-51
t0 1,087 in 1969-79. This figure for 1970.71
Stands at 1,106, The slight increase in
1970-71 should be viewed in the light of
fhe decline in freight traffic demands
in  1970-71 and the wvarious factors
affecting operation, such  as the
law and order situation, particularly
in the Eastern Region, thefis of communi-
cation cables and overhead equipment,
wagon fittiings, eic.,, which have had their
inevitable repurcussions on freight - traffic
movemant, On the metre gauge, the numoer
of wagons of standard capacily used to move
a million net tonne kilometres per day has
been brought down from 2,771 in 1950-51
to 1,994 in 1969-70 and further to 1,933 in
1970-71. The capiial-at-charge, equated to
1950-51 price levels, per billion traffic units
(net tonne kilometres plus  passenger
kilometres) has come down from Rs, 15,92
crores in 1930-51 to Rs. 13.49 crores ‘in
1969-70. The reduction in the number of
locomotives and wagons per unit of traffic
broadly indicaies the cxtend of saving in
capital investment and conscquently in the
recurring expendiure on repairs and mainte-
nance, provision for depreciation and interest
charges, which would otherwise have been
incurred.

Productivity of staff, measured by the
number of traffic units (net tonne kilometres
plus passenger kilometres) moved per

employee on the open line has increased
from 122 thousands per annum in 1950-51
to 185 thousands in 1969-70 and fyrther to
187 thousands in 1970-71.

The overall operating-cum-efficiency
index de ived from sixteen selected items
generally accepled as indices of efficiency
of railway working and covering the salient
aspecis of operation, has gone up from 100
in 1950-51 to 120.9 in 1969-70 and to 121.4
in 1970-71,
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