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(b) if so, whether they have desired 
and expressed that it is time India and 
Isreal establish diplomatic relations with 
each other? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a) 
Isreal and· many other countries expressed 
appreciation for the Government of India's 
efforts to alleviate the pligh t of the 
reruaees. 

(b) The Government have seen press 
reports about the statements of some 
Israeli officials expressing a desire for the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two eountries. 
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Coostructlon of Bridge over Dirak aod 
Tengapani 

7199. SHRI C. C. GOHAIN : Will the 
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether construction of a bridae 
over Dirak and Tenlapani was given to 
a contractor; 

(b) if so, when the contract was given 
and the time when it is likely to be 
completed; and 

(c) the reasons for the delay? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM) ; (a) yes. 

(b) and (c). The contract was awarded 
on the 26th August 1967. The work was 
scheduled 10 be completed on 6-12-1969. 
The progress of the work was not satisfac-
tory and the Contractor (eventually aban-
doned the work in April, 1970. Fresh 
tenders for the balance of works to be 
undertaken at the risk and expense of the 
pre\' iollS contractor have been rCf;eived and 
are under scruliny. According to these 
tenders. the work is likely to be completed 
by the eud of 1973. 




