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(e) :\0 trained ex-Army officers are worling 
jn the BSF on C(}ntracl basis. Retired Anny 
officers are. however, servigg in the BSF on 
re.employmcnt .. erms. 

Diversificaticm or procbactioa of Soda 
Ash ill Wntera Rqioa 

1481. SHRI S.\MI:\ATHA:-\: Will the 
Minister of PETROLEUM AX!) CHE~n
CALS be pleased to state: 

(a) the ),tep~ taken to diversify ,he produc~ 
tion of Soda Ash in \\"estern region; and 

(b) the steps taken to reduce tl.e import of 
10,000 tonncs or Soda Ash per annum through 
the State Trading Corporation? 

THE DEI'UTY M/:'\ISTER 1:,\ THE ~n:'\
ISTRY OF PETROLEL'M A:\D CHBI/-
CAL';; (SHRI DALBIR SI:\GH.>: (a, 
There is concentration of tht' soda ash 
industry in the ,,'estern region. Three out of 
the four exist:ng units, accounting for a capa-
<oity of 430,000 tonnesfycar out of a tOLal of 
470,000 tannes/year, are located in that region. 
Appreciating the need for dispersal of the 
industry, letters of intent have been issued for 
the establi~hmen~ of 1\""0 unit ... Ol1e in ~Iaha· 

rashtra and another in Tamil :\adu for a capa. 
CiLY of 66,0CK> tonnes./year each: A leller of 
intent has aha been issued for effecting sublttan-
tial expan!)ion to the exi .. ting unit in 1:.P. by 
110,000 tonnc~!year. .-\ prcpo:-al for the e:-:tab-
li!Ohmcnt of a soda ash unit of 66~OOO tonnes/year 
capacity at Haldia in \\'cst Bengal is also under 
consideration. 

(b) The foIlowing SlOps haY< been takm tu 

minimize imports and to achie\"c sdf.suffiden<""y 
as soon as possible:-

(i) Existing units ha\"e been asked 10 inerT-
ase preduction to the extent possiblr-. 

(ii) Applications for the establishm.nt of 
additional capacity ~_" been invited 

"recently by means of a"Press ::\'ote. kr 
ensuring more production as a long-teml 
folution. 

Statue of Mahatma Gaadhi at New Delhi 

1482. SHRI C. CHITTIB.\BC : Will the 
Minister of WORKS AND HOUSI!'iG be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Committee constituted by 

GO\'ernment last year for selecting the site and 
design for putting up the statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi at Xew Delhi has submitted its 
report; 

(]J) if ~O, the findings of the Committee; and 

(c) the deci~ion of Government thereon ? 

THE MIXISTER OF ST.\TE Di THE 
MIXISTRY OF WORKS A.'\"l) HOCSING 
(SHRI I. K. GVJRAL): (al Yes, Sir. The 
Committee of Assessor.:. was constituted only to 
select the final design of the' statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi to be in'tallcd ncar India 
Gate. 

(b) The Committee did not find any ~f the 
eight maquctles s~J:::.mitted by the sculptors. 
suitable for the purpose of erecting a national 
memorial ill honour of Gandhiji. 

(e) Go\"crnment agree \vith the abo\"c find-
ing of the Committee. 

Safety .... d sec:urity of PersoDDer ... d 
Records or Deputy Hip Commissioner's 

Oflice ill Dacca aDd ill other places 
ill Pakistan 

1483. SHRI TRIDIB CHAliDHliRI: 
Will the Minister of EXTERX.\L AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) the de,'e1opment. leading to the closure 
of Indian Deputy High Commi"ioner's Office 
in Dacca and that of the PaL. Deputy High 
Commissioner's Office in Calcutta s~ncc April, 
1971 ; and 

(b) the steps taken by GO\"ernment to cn'!ure 
the safety and personal security vf Indian diplo-
matic personnel and Deputy High Commission 
records in Dacca in particular and of Indian 
Diplomatic personnel and their family members 
in different centres of Pakistan like Karachi 
and I slama bad ? 

THE DEPL'TY MINISTER Illi THE 
MIlIiISTRY OF EXTERlIiAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SCRE:>IDRA PAL SINGH): (a) On 
the 18th April, the erstwhile Pakistan Deputy 
Hi .... h Commissioner in Calcutta, Mr. HM~ 
Ali: and 54 members of his staff renbunccd 
their allegiance to the Government of Paki.tan 
in order to serve the cause of BangIa Desh. 




