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(b) how does it compare with the opening 
of branches in Punjab and G ujarat; and

(c) in view of the industrial backwardness 
of Assam, whether Government propose to 
open more branches in semi urban areas in 
the coming year ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI 
YBSHWANT RAO CHAVAN) : (a) Between 
19th July, 1969 and 31st March 1971, 41 new 
offices have been opened in Assam (including 
Meghalaya) by the 14 nationalised banks.

(b) The number of new offices opened by 
the 14 banks in Gujarat and Punjab during the 
same period was 250 and 73 respectively.

(c) Under the programme drawn up so far 
about 40 more new offices are expected to be 
opened by commercial banks in Assam during 
the current year. In  order to provide a  basis 
for planning the expansion of branches, Reserve 
Bank has impressed upon the banks designa
ted as Lead banks for different districts to pay 
more attention to the relatively backward 
districts. Further programme of branch 
expansion in Assam would be drawn up as 
soon as surveys of all the districts are com* 
plctcd
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF 
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

RproRr&D Sprbauincj of Pouo in Delhi
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