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cum d  oo them, whereas they are not pro* 
ving very nseftil to achieve the set objec
tives;

(b) whether Government have recently 
reviewed, the working of the community 
btocfcsand taken any steps to streamline 
their working in order to improve their uti
lity in the agriculture and forming in the 
country;

(c) whether most of the State Govern
ments are not in favour of continuance of 
these blocks and have recommended their 
closure; and

(d) if so, the decision taken by Govern
ment about the future set up and working 
of these community blocks ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI SHER SINGH) . (a) and (b). 
It would not be correct to say that 
the Community Development programme 
fc proving very expensive. It provides 

the basic extension organisation and 
execution agency at the Mock level for 
most rural development programmes, parti
cularly the Agricultural Production Pro
gramme. Effecting improvement in agri
culture is a major objective of Community 
Development. The question of streamlining 
the working of the programme is under con
stant review and one of the steps under 
consideration is the appointment of a Com
mission.

(c) Community Development Pro
gramme is being implemented throughout 
the country and no State has indicated any 
detire to discontinue the programme.

(d) Does ndt arise.

Funds fer M ia  Service and assistance 
to  fanners from Agricottaffsl 
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1236 SHRI R, S. PANDE: Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased 

state:

(a) whether Agricultural Research Inst
itutes in the country are affording any guide 
service to the formers to teach them ways 
and means for the use of scientific farming 
implements to raise their production and 
if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether these bodies are also help, 
ing the farmers in the procurement of mod
em  farming implements and better quality 
seeds etc. ; and

(c) whether government proposes to 
allot adequate funds to these institutes and 
if so, the steps being taken in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE). (a) Yes, Sir.

Farmers' Days are periodically arranged 
by the agricultural research institutes inclu
ding agricultural universities. The agricul
tural implements and machinery evolved at 
the institutes are demonstrated there.

In addition, under the National, Demon
strations Scheme m the 4th Plan of the 
India Council of Agricultural Research, 
agricultural research institutes and agricul
ture universities have been made responsi
ble for conducting first line demonstra
tions all over the country. The agricultural 
engineers engaged m the Programme in the 
research institutes or agriculture) universi
ties demonstrate, Inter alia, the use of 
suitable machinery and implements and 

the farmers on their related problems.

(b) Direct procurement of improved 
implements and supply to farmers does not 
come under the purview of the research 
institutes. However, farmers are given 
the technical advice and guidance on 
availability of implements, their suitability 
and performance.

(c) In the 4th plan* the agricultural 
institutes including the agricultural universi
ties have been strengthened for research and 
training on agricultural implements and
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machinery under various projects, snch as, 
University Development programme, All* 
India Coordinated projects and schemes 
for strengthening of I.C.A.R. institutes.

In addition, good research schemes, not 
included in the plan, are also taken up as 
ad hoc schemes for which expenditure is 
met from the cess funds*

Distribution of Tractors to small 
Farmers

1227 SHRI R. S. PANDEY ; Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased 
to state -

(a) whether distribution/allotment of 
tractors to farmers is uneven with the 
result that small farmers are unable to get 
the tractors due to lack of credit facili
ties etc.

(b) whether Government have any set 
criteria for allotment of tractors to the 
farmers and if so, the main features there
of ; and

(c) whether Government have also 
made proper arrangements to provide trac
tors to the small farmers and for that 
purpose provide them credit facilities on 
easy terms ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISmY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI 
ANNASAHEB P. SHINDE): (a) to (c). The 
required information is being collected from 
the various State Agro-Industries Corpor
ations and will be laid on the table of the 
Sabha after it is received.
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