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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) It is not proposed to
provide Digital Electronic Exchanges in
towns other than telephonce districts, in the
6th Plan due to limited availability of
electronic swithing equipments. When
adcquate indegeneous praduction of elec-
tronic switching equipment becomes
available in the country in the 7ith Plan,
provision of such exchanges in District
towns might be considered.

Setting up of Non-Conventional Energy
Units in Rural Areas

1362, SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE
PATIL : Will the Minister of ENERGY
be pleascd to state :

(a) whether Government have spon-
s0red u programme (o set up non-conven-
tional cnergy units in rural arcas to help
the village artisans, «nd also for irrigation;

(b) if so, how many such units are
likely (o be set up in Ahmadnagar

(Maharashtra);

(¢) whether any scheme has been drawn
up in this connection, particularly cnergy
produced through bio-gas, wind mills etc

(d) if so, the details thercof; and

(¢) if not, when this will be done ¥

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI
P. SHIV SHANKAR) : (a) Yca, Sir.

(b) In Ahmadnagar district, five wind-
pumps and two solar photovoliaic pumps
for lifting water have been installed; further,
a solar water heating system and an insti-
tutional biogas plant are being established.
Family type biogas plants and improved
chullahs are alio being set up. Discuttions
are in progress with the State Government
regarding installation of additional non-
conventional gnergy units in  Maharashtra,
including Ahmadnagar district.
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(c) and (d) Schemes have been drawn

up for large-scale installation of biogas

plants, improved chullahs, solar cookers
and ather solar thermal energy devices.
These s hemes include provision of sub-
sidies and other incentives, (training, and
post installation maintenance. Demonstra-
tion and field trial programmes are also
underway for windpumps; solar photo-
voaic systems f(or pumping, tHghting,
television and radio; community/institu-

tional biogas plants; and energy

plantations.

(e) Does not arise.
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