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, India's Trade with USSR

2973. SHRI B.V. DESAI : Will the 
Minister of COMMERCE be pleased to 
state 1

(a) whether Iodia is ahead of industria­
lised countries, such as USA, UK and 
Canada in trade in terms of volume with 
tbe Soviet Union ;

(b) ff so. whether USSR is a major 
trading partner of India ;

(c) whether over 50 per cent of India's ’ 
imports of kerosene and diesel fuel comes 
from tbe Soviet Union ;

(d) if so, whether Soviet Union is tbe 
only country in East Europe which has 
honoured commitments in terms of annual 
trade plans signed between the two coun­
tries ;

(e) If so. whether in 1983 USSR had 
reduced considerably its purchases of certain 
agriculture itemj ;

(f ) If so* the main reasons therefor ;

(g) whether India's trade with USA, 
U.K. and Canada is on a very low scale as 
compared to USSR and communist coun­
tries ; and

(h) If so, the maip reasons for the
•a tm  ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OP SUPPLY (SHRI 
NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR) : (a) and (b). 
In 1982;83, USSR was tbe biggest trading 
partner of India with a trade turnover of 
Rs. 3071.74 crores. Since statistics about 
the Soviet Union's trade with USA, Britain 
and Canada are not available, no compari­
son of Indo-Soviet trade with the trade 
turnover of Soviet Union with these indus­
trialised countries can be drawn.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) The annual trade plans with the 
rupee payment countries of East Europe 
are only indicative in nature but both the 
trading partners make all possible efforts 
to honour commitments made in the Trade 
Plans. The implementation of India's Trade 
Plans with the USSR has, however, been 
much higher as compared to the other 
countries.

(e) and (f). There was some decline In 
the purchase of certain agricultural items by 
USSR from India in 1983 on account of 
shortage of rupee funds in favour of the 
USSR.

(g) and (h). India's trade with tbe Soviet 
Union is much larger than her trade with 
USA, Britain and Canada, individually. 
The main reason for this is that a bulk of 
our imports from the Soviet Union com­
prise of crude oil and petroleum products 
and also because of the Soviet Union having 
offered as a good market for our agricultu­
ral products, textiles, chemical items and 
engineering goods.

Involvement of Banks In Integrated Rural 
Development Projects

2974. SHRI B.V. DESAI : Will tbe
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state :

(a) whether he has urged upon the 
banks to involve themselves more in projects 
like tbe Integrated Rural Developm ent Pro­
ject so that meaningful assistance could be 
reached to widest sections of population I

(b) if so, whether ftthe banks have no*




