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Atvl Railway Line 

264S, SHRI BALASAHEB VIKHE 
PATIL: 

SHRICHANDRABHAN 
ATHARE PATIL: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased 10 slate : 

(a) whether In 1979 the Vidarbha 
Development Corporation had closely 
examined and found that the Murtizapur-
Yavatmal, Murtizapur-Achalpur and 
Pulgaon-Arvi railway lines which were 
constructed in 1969-70 were serving a 
ttreat social cause and f'COple being bene· 
fited substantially, there was full justifica-
tion for continuing these lines and also to 
convert them into broad gauge; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that the 
Government of Maharashtra have repea-
tedly urged the Control Government to 
include these lines in their scbeme for 
conversion of lines, but so far this has not 
been done; and 

'(c) whether keeping in view •the 
economic backwardness of Vidarbha, 
Oovernment will include these projects in 
their next programme for conversion into 
broad gauge, and if so, by what time ? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
\SHRI A. B. A GHAN! KHAN CHOU-
DHURY): (a) to (c) These rail lines were 
constructed in 1916-17. Representations 
have been received from lhe Government 
of Maharashtra and the members of the 
Public for continuing the Murtizapur· 
Yavatmal, Muniiapur-Achalpur and Pul-
eaon-Arvi N. 0 Sections and also for 
<:onvcrtina them into B. G. 

There is at preaent no proposal 10 close 
down these linn. In view of severe const-
raint of resources and heavy commitments 
already on hand, conVt·rsion of these lines 
into B. 0. has nor been considered so 
far, 
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