
Written A11swers 

Development Projects Stalled Due to 

New Ferest Laws 

2202. SHRI H. N. BAHUGONA : 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 

be pleaied to state : 

' (a) whether various development 
projects such as roads, bridges, drinking 
water, school and hospital buildings arl! 
a.t a standstill on account of the new 
forest Jaws which place a total restric-
tion on use of forest land even for 
Government ruraJ development projects 
as these are to be cleared by Central 
Government  ; aod 

(b) whether aoy M.Ps have been 
writing to Government for taking 
necessary and suitable  steps in the 
matter and jf so. tbe corrective action 
taken or proposed to be taken ? 

THE MIN[STER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AQRlCULTURE 
(SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA) : 
(a) The only new fores law is the Fores t 
(Conservation) Act, 1980. l t is not 
true thal it places lotal restriction on 
use of forest land for even Government 
Projects, IL actually provides for prior 
approval of 'the Central Government in 
any case, involving diversion of forest 
land fo non-for-est purpose or derescrva-
tioo of any reserved forest. The 
principle objective oft he Act is to 
cback indiscriminate use of forest land 
for non-forest purposes. To ensure 
that the provisions or thi; Act do not 
hold up the execution of development 
projects, de tailed guidelines have .been 
laid down and the procedure for 
submission of proposals  to the Central 
Oove·rnmeot has been simplified. 
Besides, proposals for release of forest 
Jands are considered on priority by the 
Centra] Government. -

(b) Letters from some Members of 
Parliament have been received, which 
have been attended to promptly. Such 
letters have mostly reqested for early 
clearance of narticular projects and to 
delays in proccssina of proposals. On 
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examination, il was found that proposal~ 
were generally pending n,t the State 
level. H ence, actailed guidelines have 
been ]aid down to e-xpodjte disposal of 
·cases arisfog uoder the .Forest (Conserva-
tion) Act, 1980 and the State Govern-
ments have been ' ndvjsed to gear up the 
machinery f or this purpose, a s welJ as 
to rronitor the pro&ress regularly, 
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