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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI A.A. RAHIM) : (a) Government has
been in consultation with a number of
countries including those most directly
concerned, with a view to seeking a negotiated
politial settlement ot the Afghanistan issue.

(b) India actively participated in evolv-
ing the nonaligned consensus on the
Afghanistan issue which called for a political
settlement on the basis of withdrawl of
foreign troops and full respect for the
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity
and nonaligned status of Afghanistan and
strict observance of the principle of non-
intervention, and non-interference. The
right of the Afghan refugees to return
to their homes in safety and honour was
also affirmed. The UN Secretary General's
Initiative which seeks a negotiated political
settlement based on these elements has our
support,

Number Of Post-Graduate M.Phil. And Ph.D.
Research Scholars Registered With Delhi
University Art Faculty

5440. SHRI C. T. DHANDAPANI : Will
the Minister of EDUCATION AND
CULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) the total number of post-graduate,
M.Phil, Ph. D. Research Scholars registered
with the Arts Faculty of the Declhi Univer-
city during the last three years;

(b) year-wise break-up of the figures;

(c¢) what is the percentage of dropouts
in each year in each of the Department; and

(d) if the dropout is more than 20 per
cent, reasons for the same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION AND
CULTURE AND SOCIAL WELFARE

E(SHRIMATI SHEILA KAUL) : (a) and (b)
[ The number of students registered in the
regular courses with the Faculty of Art
during the last three years was as under : —

1980-81 1981-82 1982-83
Master’s degree 1764 1522 967
M. Phil. 240 300 2903
Ph. D. 640 680 445
(¢) and (&> The information is not

readily available.
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Incidence of Goitre in M.P.

5442. SHRT MADHAVARO SCINDIA :
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Central Government
have conducted a survey in four of the
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eleven districts in the ‘‘goitre belt” of

Madhya Pradesh;

(b) if so, the details
findings of the survey; and

regarding the

(c) the steps taken by the Government
to help the Government of Madhya Pradesh
to check the incidence of goitre in the

State ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRIMATI MOHSINA
KIDWATI) : (a) to (c) Yes. Surveys have
revealed the prevalance rate of goitre in the
four districts as follows :

1. Raigath — 34,89
2. Sarguja — 41.89
3.Sidhi  — 37.8%
4. Shahdol — 55.69%,

In order to check the incidence of goitre,
supplies of iodized salt have been introduced
in these four goitre endemic districts under
the National Goitre Control Programme,

Difficulties of Women Commuters in
Suburban and Important Trains

5443, SHRIMATI KISHORI SINHA :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state :

(a) whether organisations of women
employees of railways had met him and
submitted a memorandum on the difficulties
experienced by women employees in the
metropolitan cities;

(b) if so, details of their demand; and

(c) whether Government have initiated
any suitable action to meet the needs of
the women commuters in suburban and
important main trains all over the railways ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN CHOU-
DHURY) : (a) My Ministry has received a
memorandum from the women employees of
the Western Railway after they held a meet-
ing at Churchgate on 20.2.1984.

(b) and (¢) The main demands contai-
ned in the memorandum pertain to one extra
compartment for ladies in suburban trains,
five-day week for railway employees, creches
at important slations,  separate lunch
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room/Ladies room, more local trains during
peak hours for certain stations, no late
sitting/booking of ladies on Sundays and
holidays, provision of staff buses between
Bombay VT and Churchgate etc. Mostly
these demands are local in nature which
have been examined by Railway Adminis-
tration and suitable action initiated, where
necessary, within the administrative and
financial constraints.
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