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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN

CHOUDHURY) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) to (d) Do not arise.
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w1ge & fa¥ fean  gwa aefed faa
Ty ?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
question is : Whether the Railways have
decided to reduce the quantum of allotment
of wagons for loading iron ? If so, the
reasons therefor : Whether this has bcen
done to accord the priority to coal loading ?
If so, the position in regard to loading of
iron on priority basis,

Sir, every year the target is put to us by
the Planning Commission and we try to
fulfil the target accordingly. So, the figure
that I have is for this year about what we
have been doing with regard to tranms-
portation of coal and with regard to
transportation of steel. Apart from that the
wagon that is required for coal transporta-
tion is quite different from the wagon
that is required for transportation of
stcel and finished steel products. So,
the question of reducing steel transportation
cannot arise, because there are different
types of wagons.

Now, the story is otherwise than what
the Hon. Member has put in his question.
In the year 1983-84, we could not fulfil the
target that was fixed by the Planning
Commission, because we dic not get the
anticipated offer from steel, iron and
fertiliser. On the basis of the figures
available with me, I may inform the Hon.
Member that so far as steel is concerned,
the stock of steel with the Steel Authority
of India Limited, which was 15 lakh tonnes
at the beginning of this year was reduced by
over seven lakh tonnes at the closc of the
year. With regard to coal for transportation
of coal, we have set a target of 106 million
tonnes during 1984-85. The Coal Depart-
ment wants us to carry 117 million tonnes
We are in dialogue with the Planning
Commission saying shat this cannot be
done.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, now [ have just got
the figures. In 1982-83 the Railways
carried 8.36 million tonnes of steel and in
1983-84 they carried 7.73 millions tonnes
approximately. Last year’s figure was low
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because of low demand. That is what I was
trying to impress upon you that there was no
diversion of wagons from steel to coal even
carlier.
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SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
priority is given by the Infrastructure
Committee of the Cabinet and according
to the Planning Commission the priority
is given to the core sector and the
core sector means, as you know, iron
and steel, the core sector means coal, the
core sector means cement and the core sector
means fertiliser.
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